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Ethiopia 


EPLF Launches ‘Heavy Attack’ Near Asmera-Ginda 
EA211923 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Amharic 1600 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] This morning the heroic people's army of the 
EPLF launched a heavy attack on Ethiopian Govern- 
ment troops to the north of Asmera-Ginda. [passage 
omitted} Our combatants launched today’s offensive at 
(Adisima), 25 km north of Ginda and northern (Bahri), 
after repulsing the enemy army from northern (Bahri) in 
Operations carried out yesterday. 


During yesterday's battle our combatants put 322 Der- 
gue soldiers out of action. These included 100 killed, 216 
wounded, and 6 captured. Our combatants also captured 
67 medium and light weapons. The Dergue units on 
which these losses were inflicted were the 82d Brigade of 
the 15th Division aad the Sth Brigade of the 102d 
paratroopers. 


Fighter Plane Downed 
EA211832 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 
1500 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] This morning the heroic people’s army of the 
EPLF launched heavy attack on Ethiopian Government 
troops to the north of the Asmera-Ginda. During the 
sudden attack, the people’s army shot down an enemy 
MIG-21 fighter aircraft. The pilot of the aircraft, which 
was downed in the (Shetah) area at 0800, was captured. 
His name is Tilahun Begarso. He has the rank of Cap- 
tain. [passage indistinct] 


370 Troops Killed 
EA220952 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Amharic 
0630 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] The heroic Eritrean People’s Liberation Army 
inflicted heavy losses on the Dergue Army in a major 
offensive it launched yesterday at places called [names 
indistinct] on the Asmera-Ginda road. In one battle 
alone, at a place called (Adisima), 687 Dergue soldiers 
were put out of action, of whom 370 were killed, 310 
wounded 2nd 7 captured. 


Our combatants also captured mortars and 224 various 
weapons with [word indistinct]. Among those killed was 
a brigade commander. The Dergue forces which suffered 
these heavy losses were the 9th and | Ith divisions which 
the Dergue brought from Ogaden after its defeat on the 
Nakfa front. [passage omitte:’} 
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Kenya 


President Moi Addresses Y outh Service Parade 
EA211735 Nairobi Domestic Service in Swahili 
1000 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Speech by President Daniel Arap Moi at National 
Youth Service parade in Gilgil—iive] 


[Excerpts] Please sit down for a while. It would be a 
mistake not to thank the National Youth Service for 
their songs and other performances. I am very pleased 
that you are aware of our ‘.aditions, our African cus- 
toms. | am very pleased about that. You are now 
beginning to be even better than your parents. [applause 


and laughter] [passage omitted] 


| want you to be pround of our Kenya, wherever you are. 
We should follow up those things that are of use to us. 
Many people have said that these lines, the queueing, are 
bad. Who told you that that is bad? The secret ballot 
system, what is its origin? It arose among those 
extremely wealthy people who did not want some of their 
affairs to be revealed. We flutter like butterflies when 
they see a lamp not knowing they will get burned. | am 
happy that you have seen this because it is right. 


Why has there been no petition (against) queueing? It is 
because matters are clear, there is nothing to petition 
against. Your eyes are open; you see everything. If you 
are beaten you go home with your tail between your legs; 
it is not secret. 


People pay 1/2 million shillings to have a petition 
processed. Now you will ask yourself: 1/2 million shill- 
lings? Why should a person pay !/2 million shillings for 
a petition? This 1/2 million, will you get it back for the 
period you have been elected to serve in Parliament? 
Should you not ask yourself what is there in it? Or c-half 
million it is. Then you will have to spend more money 
for re-election; you will have to look for it. 


Not one person died during the queueing. If you saw 
your wife in the other line, you told her: Come over here 
and let us be together. She said the saem to you: Come 
over to this side. All went well. Not one person was hurt. 
However, during the secret ballot, well, let us look at the 
figures. There were people who died. One man died in 
Bondo and there were others who were wounded. South 
Nyanza: Two. Meru: One. There were many others who 
were seen in Kericho, hit by stones on their heads. I do 
not know whether they will recover. All this arose from 
the secret ballot. [passage omitted] 


Moreover, there is the use of money. It is the aim of 
those who are opposed to queueing. Even returning 
officers, can they not be bribed? When you know that 
so-and-so will be in one area and someone else in another 
area, they will do their thing. [sentence as heard] To get 
rid of bribery, corruption and other matters, these secret 
things must be removed. Then when a poor man—not a 
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poor man but a man who has no money—seeks to be 
elected and he has the right leadership, he cannot be 
elected under the present pattern of election. People 
spend money, and so if you want to enter Parliament, 
you must have lots and lots of money. 


Even those elected to enter Parliament, their intention is 
to accumulate money soas to stand for another election. 
It is no longer time for proper and fair representation. 
{preceding sentence in English--FBIS] He will be there 
to represent himself so as to get inoney and continue 
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there, and so on. We want to uproot these things from 
our nation until money is no longer the thing that leads 
us. We are considering everything. 


In fact, what should have happened, should have been, 
was that leaders should have sought to examine or go 
into the post-mortem on what happened during the 
queueing. [preceding sentence in English] This is 
required so that unnecessary things can be rectified. 
Then other things can be put right. In this way, we can 
live in a peaceful nation, a nation that believes in 
traditions, a nation that believes in looking after the 
young, like you. [passage omitted] 
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Botswana 


Tanzanian Deputy Meets Press, Departs 21 Apr 
MB211650 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The Tanzanian deputy prime minister, Mr Salim 
Ahmed Salim, says Botswana is not a threat to South 
Africa and has done nothing to threaten the interests of 
South Africa. He said South Africa knew this. He 
addressed a press conference this morning in the studios 
of Radio Botswana at the end of his 2-day visit to 
Botswana. 


He said the international community is duty bound to 
support the Frontline States, particularly countries like 
Botswana, whose only crime against South Africa is their 
tranquillity, freedem, and their decision to decide their 
own destiny. The Tanzanian deputy prime minister said 
the Frontline States were concerned with supporting and 
strengthening their stability of member states to defend 
themselves against aggression. 


Mr Salim said they had to find the means to overcome 
the tremendous harassment, intimidation, and black- 
mail which they experience from Pretoria. He added that 
the liberation struggle is not the concern of the OAU or 
the UN alone because apartheid is a crime against all 
humanity. He said the superpowers were duty bound to 
put pressure on Pretoria to stop its policies of reckless- 
ness, lawlessness, and attacking countries which refused 
to be bullied. 


Mozambique 


Envoy to Zimbabwe Denies U.S. Report on Renamo 
MB210722 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] Mozambican Ambassador to Zimbabwe Comrade 
Francisco Madeira has denied allegations by the United 
States Information Service [USIS] that the South Afri- 
can-sponsored Renamo bandits control some parts of 
Mozambique. Speaking to the ZBC in Harare, Comrade 
Madeira said although he agrees with some aspects of the 
report, he denied that there are about a quarter of a 
million Mozambican refugees in South Africa. Accord- 
ing to the USIS report, there are about | million Mozam- 
bican refugees in neighboring countries, and more than 
1.6 million displaced people within the country itself. It 
said about 100.000 civilians have been killed by the 
South African-sponsored bandits, and many others 
maimed in the past 2 years. It also said besides these acts 
of murder, torture, and violence unleashed on [word 
indistinct] people by the bandits, living conditions have 
been worsened by prolonged drought, which is causing 
mass starvation. 


Meanwhile, Comrade Madeira disclosed that Mozambi- 
que is to host an international donor's conference in the 
capital, Maputo, on Tuesday and Wednesday next week 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 3 


to mobilize emergency relief aid for displaced Mozam- 
bicans. He said the conference was a follow-up to 
another one held in Geneva in March last year. The 
donors pledged more than 313 (?million) American 
dollars. 


Government Denies Complicity in MNR Death 
MB221125 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] The body of Evo Fernandes, a former secretary 
general of the South African-sponsored MNR terrorist 
group, has been found at a countryside road in the 
Portuguese capital, Lisbon. The terrorist chief was 
reported missing on Sunday in the Portuguese capital. 
His wife, who reported the disappearance, said he was 
last seen with certain Alexandre Xavier Chagas. 


The Mozambican authorities have dismissed suggestions 
that the country’s security services may have taken part 
in the kidnapping. Instead they suggested that Fernandes 
might be the victim of in-fighting in the terrorist group- 
ing. 


This morning, the Mozambican Foreign Minister 
Pascoal Mocumbi told the country’s news agency, AIM, 
that Frelimo does not commit acts of terrorism. 


Chairman Meets PRC Economics Official 
MB211849 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] People’s Assembly Chairman Marcelino dos 
Santos spoke today in favor of increased friendship and 
economic relations between the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique and the PRC. Marcelino dos Santos was 
speaking this afternoon when he received Wang Wen- 
dong, PRC deputy minister of foreign economic rela- 
tions and trade, who arrived in Maputo last Tuesday. 


The Mozambican People’s Assembly chairman spoke 
briefly on the occasion about the situation in southern 
Africa, which is characterized by South African destabi- 
lization against neighboring countries and the southern 
African people's efforts to achieve economic indepen- 
dence. 


Wang held talks this morning on bilateral economic 
relations with the Mozambican authorities. 


Assembly Official Returns From USSR, Poland 
MB201211 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Samuel Chambuca, a member of the People’s 
Assembly Standing Commission, returned to the country 
this morning at the end of his visits to the USSR and 
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Poland within the framework of cooperation and 
exchange of experience between the three countries’ 
parliaments. Chambuca described the results of his visit 
as positive. It permitted an exchange of views with state 
power organs. A joint communique issued after the 
Mozambican delegation’s visit to the USSR recom- 
mends, among other actions, the exchange of parliamen- 
tary delegations and the training of Mozambican cadres. 


Samuel Chambuca said his visit to Poland was made at 
the invitation of Polish [word indistinct] and permitted 
an explanation of our country’s internal and external 
policies and of the prevailing situation in Mozambique. 


Namibia 


SWAPO-Security Skirmishes Leave 23 Dead 
MB211516 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1504 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] Windhoek April 21 SAPA—Security forces in 
northern SWA/Namibia shot dead 23 SWAPO insur- 
gents in various skirmishes in the past week, bringing to 
182 the number of SWAPO deaths since the beginning of 
this year, the SWA Territory Force [SWAFT] said in 
Windhoek tonight. 


Two insurgents died in a follow-up action by security 
forces guarding a water tower near Oshigambo on Mon- 
day. The insurgents carried out a stand-off bombard- 
ment of the tower with 60mm mortar bombs. 


The SWAT said at least 13 civilians, including nine 
schoolboys, were abducted from Ovambo to Angola, but 
several of them escaped and returned home. 


Incidents of sabotage included the blowing up of tele- 
phone poles and a water pipeline in northern SWA/Na- 
mibia. 


The SWAFT said two civilians were wounded when 
warning shots were first fired between Ondangwa and 
Oshakati to alert the occupants of a furniture truck that 
they were contravening the curfew in northern SWA/Na- 
mibia. The driver and the co-driver were wounded when 
they ignored the warning shots. 


In another incident two women were wounded by gun- 
fire when security forces searched a house at Ogandjera. 
A shot was fired accidentally when a member of the 
security forces tried to set his rifle on safety, hitting the 
two women. They were taken to hospital at Oshakati. the 
SWAFT said. 
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Republic of South Africa 


P.W. Botha Addresses House During Debate 22 Apr 


Rejects ANC ‘Influence’ 
MB221118 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1008 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly April 22 SAPA—South Africa 
was not taunting its foreign friends but they should not 
let themseives be influenced by revolutionaries, the state 
president, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 


He was replying to debate on his budget vote and in 
particular criticism about the “do your damndest” chal- 
lenge to the UN Security Council. 


“We are not taunting our friends abroad, but they let 
themselves be influenced by the lies and untruths the 
ANC and communists spread in the world. “They're 
listening to people who don’t mean South Africa well,” 
Mr Botha said. 


They were aided by an inherent weakness in the West, to 
which Mr Norman Tebbit had referred to only yesterday. 


Mr Botha also blamed the opposition for much of the 
scandalmongering that was aimed at South Africa from 
abroad. The opposition had, over many years, been the 
author of claims of a police state and of jackboot and 
Nazi government. 


“These horror stories were sourced in this house,” he 
said. 


Supports Black Property Rights 
MB221329 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1325 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly April 22 SAPA—The Conser- 
vative Party's refusal ‘o grant blacks property rights was 
a very dangerous thing, the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, said today. 


He dealt with a remark made in this respect by Mr 
Moolman Mentz (CP Ermelo) during his reply to the 
debate on his budget vote. 


Mr Mentz had made the dangerous and unqualified 
statement that the CP would not grant blacks property 
rights. Mr Botha said if such basic rights were denied 
blacks, the revolutionary elements would have a field 
day. “I am in favour of a strong black middle class, the 
promotion of free enterprise by way of small business 
development and that blacks should provide for their 
own homes on land that they can own,” he said. Once 
this was realised, the black community would be an ally 
of the white in resisting the revolutionary onslaught. 
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Praises Job Creation 
MB221028 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1009 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly, April 22, SAPA—The gov- 
ernment’s job creation programme made a great coniri- 
bution towards countering the revolutionary onslaught 
against South Africa, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, 
said during the committee stage debate on his vote of the 


budget today. 


An amount of R663.9 million—including R100 million 
for 1988/89—had already been budgeted for job cre- 
ation. 


More than 80 million man days had been worked by 
unemployed persons since the start of the programme in 
1985. 


There was little doubt that employment creation had 
made “a great contribution towards countering the rev- 
olutionary onslaught against South Africa,” Mr Botha 
said. 


The government made available R373.6 million for 
training programmes, and 326 training contracts had 
been closed with training institutions up until December 
last year. A total of 719,752 unemployed persons had 
been trained. 


Almost all trainees were employed afterwards, or acted 
as independent contractors, or entered the informal 
sector. 


Stresses t Policy 
MB221034 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1017 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly, April 22, SAPA—The gov- 
ernment would request the Central Economic Advisory 
Services to ensure that the President's Council's recom- 
mendations on an employment strategy be implemented 
within the framework of the government's long-term 
economic strategy, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, 
said today. 


This would be done under the chairmanship of the 
deputy minister of finance, Dr Org Marais, Mr Botha 
said during the committee stage debate on his vote of the 
budget. 


The government agreed with the President's Council 
report that unemployment should receive the highest 
priority in the formulation and application of general 
economic development and growth policy. 
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“The fact that the majority of the recommendations of 
the President's Council are already embodied in several 
white papers and other policy statements of the govern- 
ment, confirms the seriousness with which the govern- 
ment is continuously dealing with the problem of unem- 
ployment and related matters.” 


The report, by the council's Committee for Economic 
Affairs, suggested that the development of rural areas be 
intensified and the policy of decentralisation be revised 
to introduce a more integrated regional development 


policy. 


Mr Botha said the government had spent about R1,000 
million since the 1985/86 financial year to alleviate 
unemployment, R420 million during 1986/87 to provide 
serviced plots and low cost housing to black communi- 
ties, and a further R750 million had been allocated for 
low cost housing for black communities. 


P.W. Botha Addresses House During Debate 21 Apr 


Explains ‘Major’ Reform Proposals 
MB211902 Johannesburg Television Service in English 
1800 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The state president has pre x0sed major constitu- 
tional changes, including the ap; »intment of a prime 
minister; the participation of recognized black leaders in 
the electoral college, which appoints the state president; 
elected regional bodies for blacks; and a revision of the 
composition and functions of the President's Council. 
Speaking in the debate on his budget vote in the House 
of Assembly this afternoon, President Botha addressed a 
wide range of issues, including the recent events concern- 
ing the SABC and legislation to force the private sector 
to react more positively to the government's economic 
initiative. 


Before making his constitutional suggestions, president 
gave the government's view on reform. He said there 
were a few fundamental issues about which there should 
not be any uncertainty and which everyone should 
accept as reality, amongst them values and principles 
built up over generations which could under no circum- 
stances be compromised. Should these values collapse, 
South Africa would collapse. The government was 
unconditionally committed to the maintenance of these 
values. With reference to the government's reform pro- 
gram, the consideration had been throughout not only to 
maintain these valuc systems but also how others could 
come to share the privileges * 1d advantages of develop- 
ing South Africa. He referred to what had already been 
achieved, namely four independent states, the six self- 
governing territories, and legislation aiming to gran. 
greater autonomy to these states. Turning to the black 
communities outside the self-governing st utes. President 
Botha said they increasingly demanded structures for 
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participation in governing processes. The government 
also wanted progress to be made with the constitutional! 
development of these communities. 


[Begin Botha recording in Afrikaans; video shows still 
shot of Botha] It could be brought about by selected 
regional institutions, which would a!iow these commu- 
nities a voice in own affairs. A basis for representation 
must be found for participation by these communities in 
negotiations, where these institutions will also serve as a 
basis for participation in a formal body for consultation. 
They must choose leaders in their own way. This gov- 
ernment cannot choose their leaders. The communities 
must choose their leaders. The legislation in this connec- 
tion 1s being considered and in consultation with black 
communities will be formulated and laid before Parlia- 
ment. Then it can be further discussed. [end recording} 


Referring to the proposed National Council, the presi- 
dent said from discussion with black leaders it was 
evident that they supported the principle of dialogue 
and, therefore, the principle of the council, but some of 
them had suggested another name. This deserved serious 
consideration. 


On the President's Council, President Botha said there 
was a view among some leaders of black communities 
that they could make a contribution in the council. The 
composition and functions of the President's Council 
should be revised when its term expired. Personally, he 
though the President's Council should be organized in 
such a way that it was a part-time council in which 
provision must be made for activities of other councils, 
such as the Economic Advisory Council, the National 
Manpower Commission, and other part-time councils. 
In the case of such a change, a smaller body would be 
established to take over the President's Council's func- 
tion on decisions relating to Parliament. 


[Begin Botha recording in Afrikaans; video shows still 
shot of Botha] I also want to say that we in South Africa 
cannot afford to try and draft a final constitution. It is 
not something that can be done quickly in this country. 
It did not happen in the United States, for example. it 
did not happen in Switzerland. It took them centuries. | 
have spoken to foreign constitutional experts, and from 
them I got this advice: [switches to English] Govern 
yourself into a new dispensation. Don't try and create it 
overnight. [end recording] 


He would consult the electorate if the process of delib- 
eration led to far-reaching constitutional adjustments. 


On the office of state president, Mr Botha said president 
should be mainly concerned with matters of general 
national interest and policy. He envisaged that the 
day-to-day administration under minisiers should then 
rather continue under the chairmanship of a prime 
minister appointed by the state president. 
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[Begin Botha recording in Afrikaans, video shows still 
shot of Botha] The state president himself should be able 
to chair sometimes, but usually he should chair a general 
meeting of leaders of the different communities to delib- 


erate on policy. 


The question of how this state president will be elected 
quickly arises. In my opinion, the current electoral 
college can, through 2 minor change, provide for this. | 
am in favor of black leaders, recognized black leaders, 
taking part in this electorate college. Then, sir, the state 
president also becomes their state president, as many of 
them have told me: [switches to English] You are our 
State president. Make it possible for us to show it to you 
in effect. [switches to Afrikaans] But it is not fair, it is not 
fair for us to tell them: he is your state president, while 
they have no part in it. 


Furthermore, sir, it is my view that until a satisfactory 
basis is found upon which this election is to take place, 
the existing arrangement will have to continue, so that 
order may be preserved. 


Attention could also be given in the process to the 
composition of the executive authority in order to give 
the state president greater room for maneuver in 
appointing persons from outside Parliament to the exec- 
utive. [end recording] 


He appealed to all South Africans who share common 
values and aspirations to support the government in its 
quest to extend and develop these common values. 


Turning to the relations between the state and church, 
President Botha said there were certain members of the 
clergy who were deliberately pursuing confrontation. 
Some were playing into the hands of the ANC, and 
others were taken in tow by radical clergy and certain 
academics attempting to foist liberation theology on the 
churches from above. 


[Begin Botha recording; video shows still shot of Botha] 
I wish to repeat that the government does not seck 
confrontation with the church. But there are certain 
church leaders who go out of their wav to provok. the 
government into taking steps. | urgently appeal to them 
to abandon this kind of attitude and not to misuse their 
position. | do not expect church leaders to agree with me 
in everything. The government is also not intolerant of 
criticism and attaches importance to the voice of the 
church. But then the government in South Africa should 
play a respunsible, constructive, and conciliatory role. | 
accordingly :epeat my appeal to churches to suppori me 
in this regard and not to allow themselves to be misused 
by forces of destruction. [end recording] 


On the privat: sector's reaction to the government's 
recent economic initiative, the president said the reac- 
tion had been disappointing. In spite of the government 
appeals for wage restraints, the private ~sctor -vas appar- 
ently going to grant wage increases of 15 to 16 percent. 
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He pointed out that the state had committed uself to 
bring expenditure down to affordable limits and said he 
had written to more than 500 prominent businessmen in 
addition to discussions at various stages with represen- 
tatives of organized trade and industry. The appeal had 
been for discipline in wage, salary, and price increases. 
To his disappointment this quid pro quo would not come 
about by means of persuasion or voluntary team work. 


[Begin Botha recording in Afrikaans, video shows still 
shot of Botha] The government therefore decided that as 
soon as possible during this parliamentary sitting legis- 
lation with be tabled which will fundamentally 
Strengthen the bargaining power and protection of the 
consumer. The government subscribes to an economic 
system based “n private initiative and effective compe- 
tition. The consumer in such an economic system is 
protected against exploitation through the existence of 
competitive forces. To expedite the role of competition 
and further strengthen the position of the consumer, the 
planned legislation will facilitate rapid and effective 
action against persons conducting harmful business 
practices. [end recording] 


The president also referred to the current events con- 
cerning the SABC, and in particular a speech by the 
independent member for Randburg, Mr Wynand Malan, 
last week Mr Malan asked whether the board of the 
SABC had not presented figures in its annual report in 
such a way that it would be easier to get rid of Mr Riaan 
Eksteen. He also wanted to know whether decision was 
taken outside board and if it had any direct connection 
with Tuynhuys. 


The president said the members of the board of the 
SABC were honest and respected people, and it was 
wrong to make their task more difficult with such report 
and suggestions. If he had more information, Mr Malan 
should ask for a select committee of Parliament to 
investigate the matter. 


[Begin Botha voice recording, video shows still picture of 
Botha] I say it is scandalous that it is now suggested that 
this board will allow itself to be ied by considerations 
other than the best interests of the SABC and the task 
with which they have been charged. | again ask ‘he 
honored member, if you have other information, you 
mention the name of Tuynhuys—Tuynhuys is my 
office—I ask you if you have information, you must ask 
for a select comnnittee, then you must ask for it. If you 
don’t have anything that you can prove, then you should 
not get up like the man you have always been and say 
what is wrong. [end recording] 


Proposes Regional Black Authorities 
MB211255 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1252 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Yext] House of Assembly April 21 SAPA—The creation 
of new regional black authorities which may form the 
basis for a formal forum of deliberation were proposed 
by the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, today. He pro- 
posed the “own affairs” body during the debate on his 


budget vote. 
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Mr Botha also said drafi legislation in this regard word 
be formulated im consultation with the black cets..un- 
ties concerned and where necessary further structures 
would be created and developed to bring about deliber- 
ation and decision-making on the basis of consensus. 


Black communities outside the self-governing states 
increasingly demanded structures that would afford 
them participation in the governing process. “he gov- 
ernment deers it important that progress be made with 
the constitutional development o* these communn:es,” 
he said. “This could for example take place by means of 
elected regional bodies that offer these communities 
authority over own affairs that affect them. Since a 
representative basis will have to be found for participa- 
tion by these communities in deliberations, these bodies 
could also serve as bases for their participation in a 
formal forum for deliberation.” President Botha said. 


Mr Botha said details of further structures could be 
developed in the proposed National Councii «n respect of 
which he had received various invitations from leaders 
of black communities at various government levels. 
“These invitations will be followed up in the near 
future,” he said. 


He said that whatever steps were agreed on, it was clear 
that South Africans were in the process of developing a 
system that contained elements of several models. 


Co-operation with the independent TBVC [Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] countries took place 
according to confederal principles. “Right from the start, 
the system of self-governing tcrritories contained strong 
federal features.” This aiso applied to the oresent con- 
stitution of 1983 which divided power between ow: and 
general affairs. “In this way we have for quite some time 
been busy developing a unique system containing strong 
elements of known constitutional medels.” 


The new Nationai Council, which black leaders had 
asked to call “The Great Indaba”, could lead to cooper- 
ation on many matters of mutual interest, as well 2° 
assist Constitutional progress. 


Plans ‘Group Areas’ 
MB211419 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1418 GMT 27 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly Apri! 21 SAPA—The govern- 
ment would present parliament with legislation to imple- 
ment its stated position on the Group Areas Act during 
the current session, the state president. Mr P.W. Botha. 
said today. 


He was responding to speeches made during the debate 
on his budget \ ote, i”. particular that of Mr Leon de Beer 
of Hillbrow. 
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“He spoke of community relations and I just want to tell 
him that this government made its position clear regara- 
ing the Group Areas Act on October 5 last year. During 
this session we will come with (legislative) measures to 
give expression to the viewpoiat put on October 5.” he 
said. 


Criticizes Leaders 
MB211330 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
i325 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] House of Assembly April 21 SAPA—The 
government was not seeking confrontation with the 
Church but there were certain religious leaders who were 
going out of their way in their efforts to goad the 
government to action, the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, said today. Speaking during debate on his budget 
vote, [Botha said] we appealed ‘ese leaders to desist 
and not to abuse their positions v, allowing themselves 
to be used by destructive forces like the African National 
Congress. [passage omitted] 


Mr Botha said freedom of belief and worship were 

in South Africa as “a possession,” 
and that the church enjoyed a high esteem as far 1s the 
government was concerned. It was gladly listened to 
when the church exercised its prophetic calling in a true 
and correct way, but it had to recog use certain limiia- 
tions outside the religious sphere. “Where theologians do 
not have sufficient information outside their own field of 
knowledges, thy should guard against declarations on 
subjects about which they do not always poss<.ss ade- 
quate knowledge.” 


Mr Botha said the church should try to speak with one 
voice if it wanted the state to react. “It is difficult for the 
State to react when the different churches speak in a 
confusion of contradictory standpoints.” [passage omit- 
ted] 


“They take the lead in isolating the republic in economic 
and other fields, without caring in the least about the 
detrimental results. 


“They accordigly play into the hands of the ANC, 
which openly proclaims and propagates the same 
approach with regard to the revolutionary role of the 
church. 


“Members of the church are thus taken in tow by a few 
radical cleigy and certain academics who are attempting 
to force liweration theology on the churches from 
above.” 


Mr Botha said it was obviously unaccemtable for any 

government if church leaders approved and encouraged. 

by implication, revolutionary violence in the name of 

ae meg “This sort of phenomenon troubles me as a 
ristian.” 
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Mr Botha said it was also noteworthy that tnese radical 
church leaders tried to create the impression they repre- 
sented the majority of Christians in South Africa. “This 
is not true. The member churches of the SACC represent 
a minority of Christians in South Africa. Furthermore, 
the supporte:. >f liberation theology in turn constitute a 
very smail minority in those churches...Every day we 
find more and more evidence of this. 


“I therefore appeal to responsible church leaders and 
theologians to adopt a clear and responsible approach. If 
these trends amount to a misuse of the Bible and of 
religion in general, they must be unmasked as such.” 


[passage omitted] 


In reference to Archbishop Desmond Tutu, he said he 
had recently put a few questions to “one of these 
(religious) leaders who from time to time make my job 
difficult”. 


The questions, which he had also put to prominent 
theologians, was to cite one incident in the three years in 
which Jesus Christ was in public life, in which he had led 
demonstrations against the state, propagated violence 
and taunted the authority of the state. Nobody had been 
able to cite any incidences of this “because the fact is 
that Christ was not a perpetrator of violence...To use the 
church of God to condone terrorism and murder ts 


blasphemy”. 


“They (the clergymen seeking confrontation with the 
government) should come to their senses and strive to 
maintain the freedom of re'igion in South Africa,” Mr 
Botha said. 


Denies Involvement in SABC Affair 
MB211435 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1421 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly April 21 SAPA—The decision 
10 appoint consultants 10 investigate the operations of 
the SABC which led to the replacement of the director 
general, Mr Riaan Eksteen, was made exclusively by the 
SABC board, the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said 
today. Speaking in debate on his budget vote, he said he 
had been approached to meet the consultants but had 
declined. 


Mr Botha rejected the insinuatior. during earlier debate 
vy Mr Wynand Malan (NDM {National Democratic 
Movement], Randburg) that the decision to oust Mr 
Riaan Exsteen, had come from the Tuynhuys anc that 
the decision was not from the board. 


The board had made a full statement on the aliegations 
yesterday and if Mr Malan had any further information, 
he should ask for the appointment of a select committee 
to investigate it. “If he is not prepared to do so, then the 
house knows what to think of his remarks.” 
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In the past 10 years he had never had a meeting with the 
board, either official or informal, although he had met 
members at some social functions. 


Mr Botha said the “misunderstanding” which occurred 
between himself and the SABC Ist year, had involved a 
Statement he made after “a certain person left the 
cabinet.” The SABC"s reportage was one-sided, and 
certain important aspects were not brought forward. | 
telephoned Mr Eksteen, made the strongest objection 
and requested a correction... This was complied with. 


“Afier this the affair was blown up in the daily press and 
now | want to ask this question: I did not give the 
information on this to them ‘the press)...Who did so 
then, from who did they get it?” 


Mr Botha sai? the SABC board consisted of honourabie 
anc respected people, and it was his opinion that it was 
not right to make their task difficult with speculative 
reports and suggestions. “| will continue with my duty as 
head of this government and this state regardless c“ any 
criticism which may be slung against me because | know 
the majority of the public support me.” 


Mr Botha said that when Mr Ekstees: was appointed to 
his SABC post, the cirector-general had asked him for 
his viewpoints on broadcasting in South Africa. Mr 
Eksteen had also requested a meeting and discussion 
between the SABC’s top structure and the state presi- 
dent. 


At this meeting, Mr Botha had made the point, firstly, 
that the National Party was the governing party in the 
country, and that ii had the right just as other parties 
did, to have its attitudes properly conveyed to the public. 
Mr Botta had however said he did not expect the SABC 
“I” make party politics for the NP”. What he did expect 
was that South Africa should be presented positively, 
and that the nice things in the country should receive 
preference. 


Secondly, he had said the SABC should maintain stan- 
dards that would not offend the responsible listener and 
viewer, and that he was against too much violence on 
television. 


He had thirdly said he expected the SABC to, at all 
times, accept its responsibility in the struggle against 
rey Wes elements, 2nd that the security of South 
Africa had to be put as the highest priority. 


“I also put the view that the arts and local film industry 
should be actively promoted.” 
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Officials React to P.W. Botha’s 21 Apr Statements 


PFP’s Suzman Disappointed 
MB211550 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1546 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly April 21 SAPA—There would 
not be much to gain in extending membership of the 
President's Council [PC] to blacks as suggested by the 
State president, Mrs Helen Suzman (PFP, Houghton) 
said today. 


Speaking shortly after Mr P.W_ Botha addressed the 
house in committee stage debate on his budget vote, she 
said she did not believe there was any intention of 
turning the PC into a legislative body, and i could 
therefore not be said that bla_ks were being included in 
the legislative process. 


She found the state president's speech very disappo:nt- 
ing as he had not tackled any of the basic issues facing 
the country. He had given some sort of skeich of the 
political developments he planned to implement for 
blacks, but he had attached no timescale. Who knew 
whether they would take place in the next weeks, 
months, or years. 


She said Mz Albert Nothnagel (NP Innesdal) was obvi- 
ously undergoing a tense period in his political career 
and that his speech yesterday had determined whether he 
vould stay in the NP caucus or not. The message from 
the state president yesterday appeared to be: Come home 
Albert, all is forgiven. 


CP Asks NP for Clarification 
MB2i1700 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1637 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly April 21 SAPA—The 
National Party should say whether it was going to be fair 
to blacks and give them proportional representation in 
the proposed new electoral college for the state president, 
Mr Casper Uys (CP, Barberton) said today. 


He also said that plans outlined by the state president 
today would enable him to appoint blecks as cabinet 
ministers. 


Mr Uys said the present electoral college gave propor- 
tional representation to whitcs, coloureds and Indians. 
Under the state president's proposal to include blacks, 
would the same hold for them, or did the NP see it as 
necessary for the protection of minority rights that the 
whites retain the majority? 
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If he understood the state president’s speech correctly, 
blacks were also to be brought into the President's 
Council [PC]. The conclusion to be drawn was that 
blacks would participate in the deciding function of the 
PC ir cases where legislation was rejected by any of the 
three houses of parliament. 


The state president had also said he was coming with 
proposals that would enable him to appoint people to the 
cabinet who were not necessarily members of the three 
houses. “his was to put him in a position to appoint 
blacks as cabinet ministers. 


When the CP first warned whites that if one took a single 
step on the road to powersharing one would have to walk 
the whole way, the NP had said this was CP scandal- 
mongering and lies. The new measures announced today 
by the state president were not the last installment in the 
story. 


Treurnicht Says Proposals ‘Vague’ 
MB226547 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] The leader of the official opposition in the House 
of Assembly, Dr Andries Treurnicht, says the latest 
constitutional proposals by the state president are vague 
and a form of tokenism that the Conservative Party 
rejects. He was reacting in Cape Town to the announce- 
ments made by the state president during his budget vote 
in the House of Assembly. 


Dr Treurnicht said Mr Botha’s decision to include blacks 
in constitutional institutions, such as the President's 
Council, and a new electoral college, confirmed his 
party’s standpoint that the inclusion of coloreds and 
Indians in the decisionmaking process was a prelude to 
the involvement of blacks. 


Black Power ‘Lying in Wait’ 
MB220906 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0859 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly, April 22, SAPA—“Black 
power” was lying in wait for the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, if he maintained his current political course, the 
= of the opposition, Dr Andries Treurnicht, said 
today. 


Speaking during the committee stage of Mr Botha’s 
budget vote, Dr Treurnicht said Mr Botha was like a 
rooibok [antelope] walking along a river, and because he 
had not been caught by a crocodile yet, he thought 
everything was safe. 


“Black power (die Swart mag) is lying in wait for you. 
You are on that route and you're walking in straight 
towards (Chief Mangosuthu) Buthelezi.” 
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The electoral college for a state president Mr Botha had 
mooted in a “dangerous speech” yesterday was a recipe 
for the election of a blacx president. 


The CP would refuse to accept representatives of other 
nations (“volke”’) as co-rulers of the country. It’s policy 
was separate, democratic institutions for the different 
nations. The CP was not a “hate party.” It loved its own 
people, as other parties loved theirs. 


Buthelezi Sees ‘Need to Expand’ 
MB211822 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1814 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[SAPA PR Wire Service; By Mangosuthu G. Buthelezi, 
chief minister of Kwazulu and president of Inkatha] 


[Text] [No dateline as received}—The electoral college 
which elects the state president consists of 88 members 
of parliament: 50 white members, 25 coloured members 
and 13 Indian members. The members of the electoral 
college are elected by each house by majority vote. It is 
therefore difficult to understand what the state president 
means when he now indicates that he was in favour of 
blacks being included in a reconstituted electoral college. 


This means in fact that the white chamber controlled by 
white National Party members of parliament enjoy the 
sole prerogative of sclecting a state president of their 
choice. 


There is an undeniable black majority in South Africa. 
However the South African Government attempts to 
divide this majority by ten to produce a view of a South 
African comprising a number of minorities. 


The state president and the National Party does not 
admit the existence of a black majority in South Africa 
and the whole of the tricameral parliamentary system is 
directed at giving continued effect to white political 
domination in South Africa. No amount of dressing this 
fact up will alter it. We have passed the point where 
tokenism could have any value. 


1 am, however, mindful that a journey of a million miles 
commences with a first step and that the first step 
commences with looking in the right direction. I have 
often said that the state president has pointed his feet in 
the direction of statesmanship and his perception that 
blacks should be involved in the election of the president 
of South Africa is a departure from the past which is a 
defiance of the far right. As limitid as the state presi- 
dent’s thought is, it will be used against him by the far 
right he now tentatively begins to defy. 


We all remember how Mr Pik Botha was slapped down 
politica’ly by the state president himself for venturing to 
suggest that some time in the future South Africa could 
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have a black president. Mr P.W. Botha’s preseni utter- 
ances make him at least one step removed from the 
position he adopted then, however small that step may 
be. 


I again repeat that when it comes to national innovations 
in constitutional development, black participation in 
determining developments will depend upon the free- 
dom of all black leaders to decide whether or not to 
participate. While Dr Nelson Mandela, Mr Zeph Motho- 
pong and other political prisoners remain incarcerated in 
jail they do not have this freedom. Their lack of freedom 
curtails my freedom and the freedom of every black 
leader. 


I again repeat that the era of political prescription in 
which whites can dictate to blacks has passed. The state 
president has again sprung a surprise about which I most 
certainly have not been consulted regarding the consti- 
tutional amendments Mr P.W. Botha had in mind when 
he talked about the re-introduction of a prime minister’s 
role in South Africa and the reconstitution of the Presi- 
dent’s Council. I therefore do not know what lies behind 
the state president’s utterances about the election of a 
state president. 


The state president now needs to expand on what he 
meant by saying that he was in favour of recognised 
black leaders being included in the electoral college. He 
should recognise the danger that there is in the National 
Party continuing to generate mystery about its intentions 
as far as the inclusion of blacks in power-sharing is 
concerned. Now that he has taken a first tentative step to 
defy the Conservative Party right wing in parliament, let 
him be bold and be explicit about how far he is prepared 
to go. 


Pik Botha Defends Speech to United Nations 
MB211657 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1651 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] House of Assembly April 21 SAPA—The recent 
“Do Your Damnedest” speech to the world by South 
Africa’s ambassador to the United Nations had been 
purposefully calculated to anger representatives at the 
Security Council meeting where a call for further puni- 
tive sanctions against the republic were being discussed, 
the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said today. 


Speaking in debate on the state president's budget vote, 
he said the world was imposing double standards and 
hypocrisy on South Africa, and that this had been shown 
again at the Security Council meeting on the republic, 
which had not been necessary at all. 


The UN’s time could have been spent far more fruitfully 
addressing the problems of hunger, poverty and other 
deprivation in Africa. 
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Mr Botha said Third World and other delegates to the 
council had formulated the sanctions motion, but been 
asked by the West to “water it down” a little so that they 
could also support it as a unanimous body. “It was better 
for us to obtain a veto, so | purposefully told our 
ambassador to make them angry...it worked and we got a 
veto from the West.” 


The PFP was however complaining about the govern- 
ment’s course of action at the UN, because it was “soft 
on security” and would rather opt for submission to the 
world’s demands. 


The PFP should say what it had against South Africa's 
ambassador, Mr Les Manley, telling the UN his govern- 
ment conceded it was not perfect, but that it was 
broadening democracy and removing discrimination, 
and would not bow to the threats and demands made of 
it. “If we had given in to those demands there would 
have been no need for sanctions or boycotts, because 
South Africa would be destroyed,” Mr Botha said. 


Defense Deputy Defends Cross-Border Raids 
MB221130 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] The government has issued another warning to 
neighboring countries which allow their territories to be 
used for attacks in South Africa. 


Speaking at an Air Force passing out parade in Pretoria, 
the Deputy Minister of Defense Mr Wynand Breytenb- 
ach said that these countries had to realize that the South 
African Defense Force would take definite and immedi- 
ate action against such terrorists. He said that there had 
been 350 terrorisi attacks in the past six years, in which 
scores of people had been killed, maimed or wounded. In 
the light of this, Mr Breytenbach said that the Defense 
Force had obviously shown the greatest restraint in 
cross-border operations. 


Police Surround COSATU Enter Offices 
MB221002 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0949 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] Cape Town, April 22, SAPA—There was “a 
strong presence of uniformed police” in and outside 
community House in Salt River today, a COSATU 
spokesman confirmed. Community House, which was 
the target of a bomb explosion last year, was “sealed off 
by police” today, the COSATU spokesman said. 


He said various “progressive organisations” shared 
offices in the building. Police also surrounded COSATU 
offices in Germiston on the east rand. A COSATU 
worker in Germiston told SAPA police had entered the 
building on occasions, but had not come into the union 


grouping’s offices. 
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COSATU lawyers tried to intervene but police contin- 
ued to “mill” around outside the building. The lawyers 
left after speaking to the police. 


One of COSATU’s legal advisers in Johannesburg, who 
had returned from Germiston, said initially there was 
“quite a large police presence” outside the offices, but a 
number of the contingent had left. Those that remained, 
he said, had pulled back to across the road and the event 
“was pretty much over.” 


A SAPA reporter was refused access to Community 
House in Salt River by uniformed police. There was a 
strong uniformed police presence in the grounds of the 
centre and armed policemen guarded the gate, which was 
shut. 


The policemen said: ““We are busy inside.” He would not 
allow the reporter to go through to COSATU’s offices. 
Reporters also telephoned community house, but got no 


reply. 


‘Alternative Press’ Calls for International Help 
MB211007 Johannesburg The STAR in English 
21 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] Cape Town—Prominent clerics and representa- 
tives of the “alternative” press yesterday called on the 
international community to take “decisive action” to 
save newspapers faced with closure. 


They were speaking at a press conference called to 
launch an appeal by several “alternative” newspapers. It 
was attended by representatives from nine European 
governments. 


The appeal was made amid mounting speculation that 
the official axing of the weekly newspaper SOUTH 
would come before yesterday afternoon, in time to stop 
this week’s issue. 


Late yesterday a spokesman for the Minister of Home 
Affairs and Communications, Mr Stoffel Botha, said the 
Minister had not yet taken a decision and did not wish to 
“say anything further at this stage”’. 


The editor of SOUTH, Mr Rashid Seria, said late last 
night as he had not heard from the Minister's Office, the 
newspaper would live for another week. 


At the conference, Dr Allan Boesak appealed to the 
international community to take up threats against the 
alternative press with the government. 


Dr Boesak said the alternative press provided millions of 
South Africans, grassroots organisations and ordinary 
people with publications in which they got their message 
across. 
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No matter what action the Government took “We will 
do whatever necessary to make known to the world the 
feelings of the vast majority of people in this country”. 


At the press conference were: acting editor of NEW 
NATION, Mr Gabu Tugwana, managing director of the 
WEEKLY MAIL, Mr Clive Cope, the staff of GRASS- 
ROOTS and Dr David Green from the publication OUT 
OF STEP. 


They signed an appeal which said: “The European Eco- 
nomic Community has an interest in many alternative 
papers, being financial backers of the papers or its 
sub-projects. We urge foreign governments trading with 
apartheid South Africa and which maintain diplomatic 
missions here to bring Pretoria to its senses. Protests at 
ambassadorial level are not sufficient. 


“We need decisive action”, the statement said. 


The following governments sent representatives: The 
United States, Britain, West Germany, Australia, Aus- 
tria, Portugal, Italy, the Netherlands and Canada. 


Commentary Finds No Role For Violent ANC 
MB220536 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 Apr 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The past few years have seen many building 
blocks put in place as the new South Africa takes shape, 
and the building process, firmly rooted in the reform 
program, continues apace. In this process, a contribution 
has been made by many different voices with different 
views and different inputs to offer. 


This is to be seen in, amongst others, the tricameral 
Parliament, where the present and the future is debated 
across race, language and cultural lines. The range of 
political inputs in the building of the new South Africa is 
to be seen in the fact that, between them, the three 
houses of Parliament have no fewer than 13 political 
parties plus seven independents. 


Outside Parliament, there is also scope for constructive 
inputs, amongst others, from the leaders of the self- 
governing national states as well as the leaders of black 
Opinion in the urban areas. 


In the current debate on new political dispensations, 
voices have been raised in support of the thesis that the 
African National Congress must be regarded as an indis- 
pensable participant in the negotiating process. At best, 
the ANC can be only one of many participants in the 
debate. 
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The extent of its influence is imperatively dependent on 
it being able to demonstrate the size of its popular 
support within South Africa, both on its own account 
and vis-a-vis the internal democratic parties operating 
inside the country. 


At the same time, a fundamental prerequisite for the new 
South Africa is that it must be forged through the 
democratic process and must be founded on secure 
democratic tenets. There is no room in the negotiating 
process, nor in any new political dispensation, for a party 
which is (as is at present the case with the ANC) 
committed to violence and revolution, and which is in 
harness with international communism, which seeks to 
use democracy to destroy democracy. 


The only way in which the African National Congress 
can become part of the negotiating process is if, as the 
state president said in Parliament this week, it lays down 
its weapons; stops terrorism; refrains from exploding 
remote-controlled car bombs, and taking the lives of 
innocent people; stops murdering people in black resi- 
dential areas; and cuts its international ties with the 
South African Communist Party. Then, and only then, 
- it take part in the negotiating process within South 
Africa. 


The demarcation is clear and unequivocal. Advocacy of 
the ANC’s participation in the political debate within 
South Africa is an exercise in futility and will remain so 
until the ANC itself agrees to abide by the ground rules 
of democracy and decency in civil and social life. 


Police Issue Unrest Report for 21 April 
MB220655 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0650 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria, April 22, SAPA—Following is the SAP’s 
regular unrest report: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Ravensmead (Cape Town), a group of coloureds 
stoned and damaged a delivery vehicle. 


“At Bonteheuwel (Cape town), a group of coloureds 
stoned and damaged a bus. 


“At Georgetown (Edendale), a group of blacks attacked a 
black man and stabbed him several times. The victim 
was fairly seriously injured. 


“At Clermont (Pinetown), a rumber of stone-throwing 
incidents were reported. Groups of blacks threw stones 
at vehicles (mainly buses). No injuries were reported and 
damage caused was minimal. 


“At Chesterville (Durban), a black man sustained slight 
burns after a petrol-bomb attack on a private dwelling. 
No serious damage was caused to the house. 
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“At Ntuzuma (Durban), a black youth was shot and 
killed by an unknown gunman. 


“At Lingelihle (Cradock), police found the bodies of two 
22-year-old black men on two separate occasions. Both 
men appear to have been stoned to death. 


“On 1988-04-22, at about 00h55, unknown persons fired 
a burst with an automatic weapon at a municipal police 
vehicle in Emdeni, Soweto. The five occupants of the 
vehicle, four policemen and a civilian, were wounded. 
The five were wounded as follows: 1) left calf; 2) right 
hip; 3) left thigh; 4) left calf; 5) neck (civilian). 


“A private dwelling was also damaged in the incident-— 
extent of damage unknown at this stage. It is suspected 
that an AK47 rifle was used. Police investigations are 
continuing.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 
MB221432 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Critical of NP MP Statements — Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English on 21 April says in its 
Page 6 editorial it believes Innesdale NP MP Albert 
Nothnagel’s statements in Parliament that “the future of 
South Africa as a whole, with all its various communi- 
ties, was more important than any one part of it and this 
included the Afrikaner” wil! give the Conservative Party 
ammunition to use not only against him but against the 
NP itself. ““With bombs going off in various places that 
might have caused grievous loss of life, with political 
emotions running so high, and with the swing to the 
Right growing, Government MP’s should be very 
guarded in what they say.” 


STAR on P.W. Botha’s ‘Authoritarian Style’ — A Page 
10 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 
22 April says President Botha’s ‘new plans for breaking 
the logjam in his Rubicon are certainly breathtaking. 
They are also dangerous.” “He has apparently decided to 
tackle the obstacles blocking his policy in the only way he 
knows—with a head-on surge into more executive gov- 
ernment.” “The plan will have no easy passage. The CP 
will be enraged. Black leaders who have so far refused 
negotiation on Botha terms will not be converted by 
attempts to by-pass them. Those who already criticise 
the Government for its authoritarian style will not 
readily approve of its taking yet more powers.” Howev- 
er, “if these authoritarian tactics succeed in shaking all 
parties into an awareness of the realities, some good 
might yet come out of it.” 


BUSINESS DAY: P.W. Botha Power ‘Insecure’ — 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 22 April 
says in a Page 8 editorial that “President Botha, as 
always, has some commendable intentions. He is trying 
to get a ‘Great Indaba’ off the ground—something sim- 
ilar, it would seem, to the continental congress that drew 
up the American Constitution.” “He also tries hard, in a 
crash-and-bang way, to run the country efficiently, to set 
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sensible priorities, to combat inflation and to make a 
happier world. He fails consistently because his political 
skills are defective and because his own authoritarian 
personality has fallen prey to the illusions of power. His 
attempt to persuade the business sector to limit wage 
increases is an example: he announces a ‘voluntary’ 
programme of wage and price restraint and then waits 
for business to impose his wishes as though they are 
Soviet commissars. When that does not succeed, he 
announces legislation to compel business to obey him— 
as though they could obey him. These are the actions of 
an exasperated man, insecure in his power and blind to 
its limits.” 


‘New Class of Black People’ RSA — “An 
entire new class of black people, educated and highly 
paid, has begun to emerge from the grey conformity 
imposed by apartheid,” remarks a second editorial on 
the same page. “Education, managerial jobs, the chance 
to invest in home ownership, access to credit and good 
old-fashioned capitalist drive are beginning to transform 
black society. The new petit bourgeoisie may, for the 
time being, keep its head down for fear of the vengeful 
underclasses and the radical intellectuals, but it adds to 
the power of the black unions, the power of black 
managers and black consumers. Unless its development 
is aborted by sanctions or reactionary government, it is 
likely to become the greatest force for change South 
Africa has seen.” 


Condemnation of Business Control Bill — On the same 
page, Deputy Editor Neil Jacobsohn writes that the 
Control of Harmful Practices Bill “is virtually a blank 
cheque to enable the bureaucrats to rule business with an 
iron rod.” “If the definitions are flawed, the mechanism 
the state proposed to control what it calls harmful 
practices is Machiavellian. Its solution, unsurprisingly, is 
to create another bureaucracy—the ‘business practices 
committee’.”” Not only does the minister of economic 
affairs appoint the members of the committee, “he is 
also free to remove or replace them at any stage. There's 
no chance of falling again into the SABC trap of limited 
political control. The committee must investigate what- 
ever it or the minister thinks may be harmful business 
practices. In doing so, it is given sweeping powers.” 
WEEKLY MAIL: Business Needs To Push for Change 
— Steven Friedman notes in the “Worm’s Eye View” 
column on Page 14 of Johannesburg THE WEEKLY 
MAIL in English for 22-28 April that evidence of the 
changed climate in the business sector “‘came a couple of 
weeks ago when building society chief Bob Tucker 
charged that business had been co-opted by the govern- 
ment—and few, if any, businessmen felt it even worth 
the bother of contradicting him. For not the first time, 
public business reformism seems to have been merely a 
passing fad.” Friedman believes that “the government's 
present strategy of imposing and buying stability is 
unlikely to succeed in the long term. More importantly, 
perhaps, neither may the present economic recovery last 
long and there is compelling evidence that growth will 
remain elusive as long as key apartheid policies remain.” 
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SOWETAN on State Control of Media — A Page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 22 
April says speculation over Riaan Eksteen’s resignation 
from the SABC “raises serious questions about the 
extent to which the Government intends to control the 
media.” “The bottom line is that there is a feeling that 
the Government wishes to have somebody heading this 
medium who would dance to its music. In the meantime 
taxpayers’ money will be used to give the former boss of 
the organisation a very attractive handshake.” P.W. 
Botha Proposal Not ‘Progressive’ Move — A second 
editorial on the same Page says “‘it is still early days to 
comment critically on the new proposals announced by 
the State President in Parliament. The little we know at 
the moment is there will be a new multiracial policy- 
making body at central government level, with its own 
Prime Minister. Once again the people will say they have 
not been consulted about this move, which might look 
most progressive to the Government.” 


CAPE TIMES Welcomes Joint Sittings — ““The advent 
of joint sittings of the three chambers of Parliament is a 
welcome development within a thoroughly unsatisfac- 
tory constitutional set-up which is unlikely to survive the 
passage of time,” remarks Cape Town CAPE TIMES in 
English on 20 April in a Page 6 editorial. “‘As long as 
blacks are excluded, however, as long as the houses, 
although sitting together, continue to vote as racially 
separate entities, with the white chamber retaining a 
monopoly of effective power, the constitution will enjoy 
scant legitimacy.” 


Barber Urges RSA Withdrawal From Angola — On the 
same page, Simon Barber writes in his “Washington 
Letter” that “Gorbachev is not going to participate in 
another Afghan solution as P.W. Botha seems to think he 
might. He and his allies will have the SADF for breakfast 
first, without a bleat from the West. Pretoria would do 
well to look for another way out, especially given the 
possibility of a democrat getting elected next November 
and aligning himself completely with Gorbachev's inter- 
ests.” “If the conservatives cry sell-out, ask whether they 
really want all that blood of Afrikaner boys on their 
hands for the sake of territory South Africa will control 
even in the absence of its flag.” VADERLAND on SADF 
Secrecy About Angola — Johannesburg DIE VADER- 
LAND in Afrikaans on 20 April says in a Page 10 
editorial that “South Africa’s military operations in 
Angola have a history of not only unnecessary but also 
unfortunate repercussions.” “Not so long ago it was 
announced that the SADF was withdrawing. The 
announcement was hardly made and there were reports 
via the media abroad of heavy fighting where many 
South African soldiers died. We hope the SADF has 
learned that this sort of secret-keeping—which has no 
real strategic justification—only undermines its credibil- 
ity and loyalty.” BEELD: CP Remarks ‘I ble’ — 
The editorial on Page 10 of Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 21 April says that, according to Deputy CP 
leader Ferdi Hartzenberg, “the CP is going to use the 
municipal elections to sabotage the government's policy 
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of Regional Services Councils and at the same time take 
over the government at local management level.” Fol- 
lowing this takeover “the CP will immediately begin to 
apply its policy for which a complete strategy has been 
worked out.”” BEELD believes it will be a move “back to 
full apartheid, but only that it will be implemented more 
strongly than ever.” “The worst is that the CP believes it 
can throw dust into the eyes of the voters with such 
irresponsible, emotional statements.” BURGER: Divi- 
sion Among Hendrickse Support — A Page 12 editorial 
in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 20 April 
SayS many strong supporters of the colored LP leader, 
Allan Hendrickse, have criticized him because “he has 
used his delaying tactic to stall twice the establishment of 
joint debates in Parliament.” ““Hendrickse would benefit 
more by asking himself what contribution his boycott 
and confrontation whims make to the division among 
his supporters, and how he could rather be a constructive 
and steadfast leader.” RSA Support for UNIT... Benefi- 
cial — A second editorial on the same page welcomes the 
head of the SADF’s “lifting the screens about South 
African involvement in the war in southern Angola.” “‘It 
is clear that South Africa has indeed a direct interest in 
what happens in southern Angola. It is not South Africa’s 
war but it would be to the disadvantage of South Africa 
as well as South-West Africa if the Marxist-supported 
forces of the MPLA government were allowed to over- 
power UNITA.” “A possible end to the civil war in 
Angola will depend on negotiations which will also have 
to provide for UNITA’s participation in the government, 
albeit only over part of the country. The manner in 
which UNITA, with South African support, succeeded in 
demoralizing the MPLA forces and UNITA’s military 
successes certainly contributed to create a climate for 
serious negotiations.” 


Zimbabwe 


Cuban Envoy Says RSA Hiding Angola Losses 
MB211455 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1445 GMT 21 Apr 8&8 


[Text] Harare April 21 SAPA—South Africa had suf- 
fered heavy human and material losses in its attempts to 
capture the Angolan southern town of Cuito Cuanavale, 
Cuban Ambassador Alfonso Fraga said here today. 


“They (the South Africans) have had several heavy losses 
in southern Angola. They have lost quiet a significant 
number of people—they have also lost a significant 
amount of military equipment, including aircraft,” 
Ambassador Fraga said at a press conference to mark the 
27th anniversary of Playa Giron (Bay of Pigs), “When 
Cuban troops defeated American troops at the Bay of 
Pigs in 1961,” according to a report by ZIANA, Zim- 
babwe’s domestic news agency. 


Fraga said the “Pretoria regime” was lying to its elector- 
ate about the casualties in southern Angola since it 
invaded that country last year. “The South African 
regime has, together with the puppet UNITA forces, 
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tried to seize more than four times Cuito Cuanavale. 
They have used long range artillery and sophisticated 
weaponry which they get from the Western alliance, but 
in spite of all this, they have not been able to seize Cuito 
Cuanavale. 


“The South African Government is not saying the truth, 
they are not telling the truth to the white minority of 
South Africa about their losses. They are telling them 
that their losses are very few, but they have lost quite a 
significant number of people,” said Fraga in answer to a 
question on the present situation in southern Angola. 


The Cuban diplomat vowed Cuban troops would remain 
in Angola as long as it was necessary and as long as South 
Africa continued to threaten and attack Angola and 
continued to “illegally occupy Namibia”. 


“It is necessary that the South African racists under- 
stand, once and for all, that their military adventures will 
never lead them to succeed in their objectives,” said 
Fraga. 


The diplomat said there had been no new developments 
over Angola’s proposals to achieve peace in the region 
since the Frontline States backed Luanda at last month's 
summit in Lusaka. 


He charged that South Africa was not ready to accept 
Angola’s peace proposals. 


Asked whether peace proposals in Afghanistan could 
apply in Angola, Fraga quickly dismissed the idea saying 
that there was no aparineid in Afghanistan as was the 
case in South Africa. “The solution in the Afghanistan 
problem does not have anything to do with the Angolan 
problem. Really, there is no way that one can compare 
the Afghan problem with the Angolan problem. The oniy 
similarity is that both countries begin with the letter A,” 
said Fraga. 


Commenting in Pretoria, an SA Defence Force spokes- 
man said it would have been unrealistic to have expected 
any other reaction to the SADF statement at a media 
briefing on Angola on April 18. 


Mugabe Departs for ‘Private’ Swedish Visit 
MB210748 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, has left 
for Stockholm, Sweden, on a private visit. Comrade 
Mugabe is accompanied by his wife, Comrade Sally, and 
he was seen off at the Harare International Airport by the 
vice president, Comrade Simon Muzenda; the senior 
minister in his office, Comrade Joshua Nkomo; cabinet 
ministers; government officials; and members of the 
diplomatic corps. 
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Home Affairs Minister Sets Terms of Amnesty 
MB211744 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The minister of home affairs, Comrade Moven 
Mahachi, has announced the release of 16 political 
detainees and a 41-day period for armed bandits to lay 
down their arms and surrender to the security forces. 
Making the announcement, Comrade Mahachi said the 
call for dissidents to surrender is in terms of the amnesty 
granted by the president, Comrade Mugabe, on Armed 
Forces Day in Harare on Tuesday. 


The minister said after the deadline on 31 May, any 
bandit still at large will face the [words indistinct]. He 
said his ministry has authorized the police department 
[words indistinct] expected to surrender. 


Calling on refugees still at (7Dube) camp in Botswana to 
return home, Comrade Mahachi said the leader of PF- 
ZAPU, Comrade Joshua Nkomo, will visit the camp 
soon to appeal to the refugees to return. 


Tanzanian Defense Minister Arrives for Talks 
MB211746 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] Tanzania’s defense minister, Comrade Salim 
Ahmed Salim, has arrived in Zimbabwe for a 2-day 
(official) visit. Comrade Salim is expected to hold talks 
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on (?security and defense) with the Zimbabwean govern- 
ment officials. Comrade Salim, who arrived in Harare 
this morning is on the second leg of a three-nation tour of 
southern African countries. He leaves Zimbabwe for 
Mozambique at the weekend. 


Nkala Hosts Reception 
MB220553 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] The minister of defense, Comrade Enos Nkala, 
has vowed that Zimbabwe will stand to the end with 
Mozambique in the fight against the South African- 
backed Renamo bandits. 


Comrade Nkala was speaking in Harare last night at a 
reception he hosted in honor of the visiting Tanzania 
Deputy Prime Minister Comrade Salim Ahmed Salim. 
He said there is no country which will dictate to Zimba- 
bwe what action it should take regarding the situation in 
Mozambique. The minister said those countries which 
support the racist regime should be told in clear terms 
that Zimbabwe will never surrender its chosen goal and 
principles against apartheid. 


Speaking at the same occasion, Comrade Salim Salim, 
who is also the Tanzanian defense and rational service 
minister, said Zimbabwe and Tanzania are duty bound 
to support the people of Mozambique in their struggle 
against the Renamo bandits. 
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Benin 


Kerekou Receives FRG Industrialist, Togo Envoy 
AB2104220288 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 21 Apr 88 


{Excerpts} An important visitor was at the head of state’s 
office this afternoon. He is Ludwig Schreid. Mr Schreid 
is a German businessman. To be more specific, he is an 
industrialist and the managing director of the (?Schubi- 
ca) Company. After the audience, he told the press that 
he discussed with the head of state the possibility of 
establishing his company in Benin. [passage omitted] 


In the morning, the head of state received in separate 
audiences the managing director of the West African 
Development Bank and Togolese Foreign Minister 
Yaovi Adodo, who brought a message from the Togolese 
head of state to President Kerekou and also held discus- 
sions with our head of state on subregional cooperation. 
Listen to the Togolese emissary as he speaks to Fernand 
Azokpota: 


[Begin recording] First of all, allow me to express my 
very sincere thanks to the head of state, who received us 
soon after our arrival in Cotonou. | was sent by his 
brother, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, president of the 
Republic of Togo, to deliver a message to him. And as 
expected, I delivered the message to him. In addition to 
this message, we exchanged ideas on issues concerning 
our subregion and the ECOWAS. I must confess that it 
was a great honor and a great privilege for me to meet the 
head of state. I came away from the discussions with the 
head of state very pleased with his advice and views on 
the issues affecting us. His ideas are very constructive 
and give us great hope in our subregional organization. 
{end recording] [passage omitted] 


Burkina Faso 


Trade Unionists Meet With Popular Front 
AB2204093888 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in 
French 2200 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] A delegation from the coordination committee 
of the Popular Front this morning met with the trade 
unions of Burkina Faso. The delegation handed over 
some essential documents such as the texts of the action 
program and the statutes of the Popular Front and the 
memorandum on the | 5 October events to the unionists. 
This meeting with the Burkinabe trade unions is part of 
the policy of concrete action undertaken by the Popular 
Front to rehabilitate the freedom of the trade unions in 
our country and an expression of the Popular Front’s 
determination to bring about in Burkina 
Faso. It is in this spirit of consultation that Captain 
Blaise Compavre [words indistinct] chairman of the 
Popular Front, has set up (?a coordination committee) 
between the head of state, the goverr.ment, and the 
Popular Front. 
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During this morning’s meeting, the (?discussions 
focused) on trade union uni‘y and on this issue, the 
delegation of the Popular Front reiterated its decision 
not to abusively interfere in the trade unions affairs. The 
trade unionists on their part expressed their happiness 
with the Popular Front’s willingness to guarantee indi- 
vidual and collective freedom in Burkina Faso. [passage 
omitted] 


The Gambia 


Witness Accuses Senegal’s Wade of Plotting Coup 
AB2104205588 Paris AFP in French 1819 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


[Text] Banjul, 21 Apr (AFP)—The principal witness in 
the trial of the alleged plotters of a Libyan-backed coup 
attempt in The Gambia today asserted that Abdoulaye 
Wade, leader of the principal opposition party in 
Senegal, had made contacts with high-ranking officials of 
the Tripoli regime with the aim of overthrowing the 
Senegalese and Gambian Governments. Mr Foday San- 
yang, whose testimony before the Banjul Supreme Court 
lasted for 4 hours, explained that he lived in Tripoli for 
4 years, from 1984 to 1988, with Kukoi Samba Sanyang, 
the alleged leader of the 1981 attempted coup d'etat in 
The Gambia, who has since taken refuge in the Libyan 
capital. The prosecution witness asserted that he was a 
witness last year to a meeting between Mr Wade, Kukoi, 
and high-ranking Libyan officials. A plot to topple the 
Dakar and Banjul governments was allegedly fomented 
at that meeting, he asserted. 


The principal witness also accused Ghana, asserting that 
Kukoi showed him a document on the coup attempt 
signed by the chief of general staff of the Ghana Armed 
Forces. Ghana has been accused several times during 
this trial, but it has officially denied any destabilization 
attempt against the Banjul regime. 


On its part, the defense described the charges leveled 
against Mr Wade as a “bundle of lies,” stressing that the 
leader of the Senegalese Democratic Party adhered to the 
principles of democracy and respect for universal suf- 
frage. [Words indistinct] before the State Security Court 
in Dakar, where he is being tricd along with seven other 
Opposition leaders, of having ca'ised the incidents that 
took place in Senegal following the 28 February elec- 
tions. 


Four persons—three Gambians and one 

are appearing before the Banjul Supreme Court in a 
marathon trial in which some 30 prosecution witnesses 
have already given evidence since the beginning of the 
month. The four persons were arrested following the 
discovery at the end of January of a “Libyan-backed 


plot 
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Locusts Swarms Invade Central Region 
AB201348 Paris AFP in French 1148 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Banjul, 20 Apr (AFP)}—Swarms of locusts were 
seen in the central part of The Gambia in the Farafenni 
and Mamour Fana localities, Sekou Sabally, the Gam- 
bian minister of agriculture, announced today. The 
Gambian minister added that 9 teams of experts were 
sent throughout the country to fight the locusts and that 
farmers received basic training *o fight against the first 
invasions. He further said that the Gambian Govern- 
ment has nonetheless decided to call on the Senegalese 
authorities to join in the fight against the locusts. 


The locusts, which have already devastated hundreds of 
thousands of hectares in the Maghreb, could also strike 
the Sahelian countries on a large scale. According to 
experts, swarms of locusts have already been spotted in 
Mali, Mauritania, and the northern and eastern regions 
of Senegal. 


Ghana 


PNDC Delegation Leaves for USSR Visit 
AB190953 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Text] A four-member government delegation, led by a 
member of the PNDC, Alhaji Mahama Iddrisu, has left 
Accra for Moscow on a 2-week visit. The visit is at the 
invitation of the Soviet Government. While there, the 
delegation will hold talks on bilateral relations and 
review existing agreements with the view to strengthen- 
ing cooperation between the two countries. 


Other members of the delegation are Mr Kofi Totobi 
Quakyi, special assistant for political programs; Mr Sam 
Garba, member of the National Commission for Democ- 
racy; and Mr Kwesi Amoako, acting chief director of the 
Ministry of Local Government. 


Soviet Judicial Delegation Pays Visit 
AB191108 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Text] A two-member Soviet delegation, led by the 
chairman of the Soviet court of the Russian Federative 
Socialist Republic, Mr Y.A. Smolentsev, is in the coun- 
try for a week's visit. The other member is Mr Auvig 
Kiris, minister of justice of the Estonian Republic. Mr 
Smolentsev told newsmen that the delegation is to learn 
about the country’s judicial system. He said the visit is in 
return to one by a Ghanaian delegation that visited the 
Soviet Union 3 years ago. He added that the universal 
threat posed by criminals, as well as the proliferation of 
weapons calli for direct contact among states to deal with 
the situation. 
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Meets Attorney General 
AB192107 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Text] The visiting two-man Soviet delegation today 
called on the attorney general and secretary for justice, 
Mr G.E.K. Aikins, in Accra. Mr Aikins discussed with 
the delegation the main differences between the legal 
systems of Ghana and the Soviet Union. The leader of 
the delegation, Mr Yevgeniy Smolentsev, said with the 
current [word indistinct] the judicial system is being 
improved at all levels. 


The delegation later visited the State House to observe 
proceedings at one of the national public tribunals. They 
later met members of the Board of Tribunals. The 
national registrar of tribunals, Mr Kweku Djan, praised 
the Soviet Union for her contribution to the public 
tribunal system in the country. These contributions have 
been in the form of scholarships for personnel of the 
National Board of Tribunals to study law practice in the 
Soviet Union and the participation by Soviet jurors and 
legal personnel in local seminars and training programs 
for personnel of the board. Mr Smolentsev called for a 
broader based cooperation between more institutions in 
the legal systems of the two countries. 


Africa Labeled ‘Carrier of Europe's Interests’ 
AB191412 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Text] Continuing its series of editorials captioned 
Malevolent Axis, the GHANAIAN TIMES says Africa 
has been steadily pushed to the ground to ;ulfill her 
responsibilities as a carrier of Europe's interests. This 
process, indeed, shows a pattern in which Africa's inter- 
ests are at variance with Europe’s, and Europe can 
succeed only upon the failure of Africa. 


The TIMES wonders if the EEC would have been possi- 
ble or meaningful if Africa’s long-dreamed-of common 
market had materialized. The TIMES is not sure whether 
the trick of an ACP [Africa, Caribbean, and Pacific]-EEC 
convention has been a viable alternative for Africa. The 
paper observes that the French Africa grouping is devel- 
oping into a serious OAU parallel, powerful enough to 
make the OAU look foolish. On the prompting of 
France, the next Franco-African summit will take place 
in Rabat to lend weight to King Hassan’s scorn of the 
OAU. 


Again, the OAU-organized African solution of the Chad 
problem collapsed under the pressure of European inter- 


ests. The African peacekeeping force was replaced by 
French occupation forces, and now a so-called African 
solution is being sought again by an OAU committee 
only after French interests have been entrenched at 
Ndjamena. 
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The TIMES points out that the system of African 
regional groupings is a prescription by Europe. Econom- 
ically, continues the paper, such groupings are too weak 
to be viable, and politically, they have a fragile base for 
common understanding. But the groupings succeed in 
fulfilling Europe’s strategy and set Africa's dreams far- 
ther and farther away from contiiental unity. The Afri- 
can unity sentiment has lost its original sense of urgency. 
The paper emphasizes that the Europe-centered axis has 
been imposed on Africa and, therefore, it takes 2 struggle 
to remove it. Its replacement with an African-centered 
axis is a historical requirement that must come to pass. 


Health Reports 334 AIDS Cases 
AB202128 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] The second national seminar on AIDS for 
health workers began in Accra today. The seminar is to 
update the knowledge of participants in the AIDS infec- 
tion and the AIDS epidemic as well as to provide a basis 
for an up-to-date understanding of the HIV infection, 
investigation, and reporting procedures. It will also pro- 
vide a forum for discussion of the social, economic, 
ethical, and clinical implications of the disease. One 
hundred and thirty participants are taking part in the 
3-day seminar. 


Opening it, the secretary for health, Nana Akuoko Sar- 
pong, said so far 334 positive cases have been reported 
throughout the country. He said this is very alarming 
viewed against the background that 50 percent of Gha- 
naian AIDS cases have HIV II, which their present 
testing equipment is unable to detect. Nana Akuoko 
Sarpong said it is important that Ghanaians begin a close 
study of the disease. He said unless these are tackled 
immediately, they will be overtaken by events. [passage 
omitted] 


Guine.-Bissau 


Lusophone Financial Experts Meet in Bissau 
AB201252 Paris AFP in French 1046 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Bissau, 20 Apr (AFP)}—A meeting of financial 
experts from five Portuguese-speaking African countries 
(Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, Angola, Mozambique, Sao 
Tome and Principe) began yesterday to discuss, notably, 
the budget deficits of these countries, as well as fiscal 
cooperation, it was learned today in Bissau. This meeting 
of the finance subcommittee of the five countries forms 
part of a program drawn up by the seventh summit 
conference of the five, held in Maputo in 1986. 


The subcommittee, it is stated in Bissau, must give new 
impetus to relations between the five states and make 
proposals for the line of action to be followed during the 
next 2 years, 1989 and 1990. The experts meeting, which 
is scheduled to end tomorrow, is being presided over by 
the Angolan deputy minister of finance, Mr Sebastiao 
Sousa Santos. 
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Ivory Coast 


Minister Assures Stable Cocoa Price 
AB191342 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Text] The party and government delegation that was 
sent yesterday to the interior of the country to explain 
problems connected witn the marketing of agricultural 
products arrived at Gagnoa this morning. The team will 
go to Oume this afternoon. It should be recalled that 
yesterday the delegation was at Divo and Lakota, whe;e 
Agriculture Minister Bra Kanon assured farmers that 
their purchasing power will not be affected: 


[Begin recordirig] The price fixed for the cocoa purchas- 
ing season between | October and 30 September is 400 
CFA francs per kilogram, whether purchased directly 
from the farmer or not. This is the price at which cocoa 
should be purchased. There is also some money paid to 
transport the produce from the farms tc the ports. This 
money is paid by the Ivorian State through the Stabili- 
zation Fund to all produce buying agencies. It is not right 
to have the farmers pay such money with the excuse that 
the produce was bought on their farms. 


Since the purchasing price and the transportation fee are 
guaranteed and paid by the state, there is no reason why 
the produce should be purchased at an amount less than 
400 francs per kilo. The law is quite clear on this, 
because it is stated that any purchasing agency who buys 
the produce below the fixed price will have his license for 
buying the produce withdrawn and will be prosecuted. 
{end recording] 


Liberia 


UPP Statement Decries ‘Abuse of Police Powers’ 
AB192209 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Text] The United People’s Party [UPP] has announced 
that it has today expressed concern to the director of 
police over what the party calls the widespread abuse of 
police powers, which UPP says it has discovered at 
various police sub-stations in and around Monrovia. In a 
release issued today, UPP said it has informed the 
director of police about a survey it conducted which 
disclosed that suspects were generally arrested without a 
warrant though the circumstances required one. Worse, 
the party said, in the various cells suspects were being 
held for several days beyond the 48-hour period during 
which they ought to have been taken to court. 


The release went on to say that at least up to yesterday 
evening, there were some suspects who had spent 2 
weeks in cells at the (Jorbah) and Sunday Street depots, 
even at the National Police headquarters. The party 
argues that police celis are not permanent :risons where 
the government provides food; therefore it said that, 
apart from the legal issues involved, it is inhuman for the 
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police to undulty hold people it does not feed. UPP said 
that its survey revealed that the police depot at Paynes- 
ville was realized to be making the most serious attempts 
to comply with the law. 


The party contends that it is in the interest of the public 
that suspects are processed promptly and sent to court so 
that those who are guilty may end up in prison where 
they belong. The UPP release concluded by observing 
that to have suspects lingering in cells for days tends to 
encourage bribery and other forms of corruption. 


BBC Journalist Bantu Interviewed on Detention 
AB201016 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Hilton 
Fyle] 


[Text] Isaac Bantu, who reports for the BBC African 
Service from Liberia, is out of jail. He and other senior 
colleagues who run the newspaper FOOTPRINTS 
TODAY were in detention, because they published a 
letter, supposed to come from an army officer, which had 
warned President Doe to be careful. Isaac's trouble 
began on Monday last week when he joined his col- 
leagues at the Defense Ministry for a meeting with the 
minister. The minister, during the meeting, did not 
believe the letter had really come from an Army officer. 
He said the name of the letter writer could not be found 
in the army register. Rather, he believed that the letter 
had composition sources, and he condemned Isaac and 
his colleagues for publishing it. But then, as Isaac is 
about to explain on the line from Monrovia, the talking 
ended and force took over. Now Isaac, you say that four 
military policemen entered the room and two of them 
then took you out and pushed you down the stairs. You 
rolled down, you hurt your leg. Now, did they do it 
deliberately: 


{Begin recording] [Bantu] Oh yes, In fact, I was well 
dressed up in my necktie, when the (?guard) held my 
neck. He grabbed my necktie. | had to push my way as to 
release the tie from my neck immediately and throw it 
over to somebody who was standing vy and watching the 
whole scene. 


[Fyle] Were they saying anything to you while this was 
happening? 

[Bantu] Well, when | asked him why was he so aggressive 
he said: Look, my friend, | am only carrying out my duty. 


[Fyle] And briefly, what about conditions inside this post 
stockade? 


[Bantu] Very bad, very bad indeed. They don’t have a 
good water facility; no good toilet facility, sanitation, 
(?zero). You have thousands of mosquitoes having party 
over you at night time. 
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[Fyle] When were you let out of detention? 


[Bantu] It was last Friday morning by 1130 when the 
commander of post stockade came to tell us that the 
Liberian leader wants to see us at the Executive Man- 
sion. 


[Fyle] This was President Doe talking to you? 


[Bantu] Yes. We dressed and went over to have (?social) 
discussion with him. At the end of our ialks, he ordered 
our release immediately. 


[Fyle] What did he tell you? 


[Bantu] He said, well, for him, he has promised to be 
champion of press freedom, so we should not allow 
ourselves to be used by politicians both at home and 
abroad. We should be ourselves and try to do what is 
just. 


[Fyle] What about your treatment by these four military 
policemen and your detention? Are you going to take any 
court action about that? 


[Bantu] Well, | don’t think so. I see that even though it 
was rough and [words indistinct] but | will just [words 
indistinct] I just gone back and be more vigorous in 
doing my job here in Liberia. 


[Fyle] So this has not deterred you? 


[Bantu] Not at all, not at all! [end recording] 


New Economic Measures Imposed To Contain Deficit 
AB201249 Paris AFP in English 1229 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Monrovia, April 20 (AFP)}—The Liberian Gov- 
ernment has announced several economic measures 
aimed at fiscal discipline and economic recovery, includ- 
ing a freeze on the purchase of new cars until a complete 
inventory of all vehicles in each ministry and agency is 
taken, official sources said Wednesday [20 April]. 


A presidentia! der which spelt out the new economic 
measures said foreign travels had been limited to “high 
priority only,” and no new construction or renovation 
contracts for government buildings would be allowed. 
The executive order also said there would be no pre- 
financing of construction or renovation projects. It said 
the were necessary to ensure the proper execution and 
implementation of the 240-million-dollar budget for 
fiscal 1988 which runs from January to December. The 
1988 budget was initially projected at 2$5.4 million 
dollars but this was reduced by 55 million doilars when 
the cabinet gave its final approval. 
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Funding for the budget would come from domestic 
revenues accounting for 226.3 million doliars and for- 
eign aid of nearly 13.7 million dollars from the United 
States and the European Economic Community. 


The new economic measures are seen by economists here 
as an effort by President Samuel Doe to ensure that the 
planning of government operation and the 

process reflect effective coordination and control in the 
wake of the arrival of the 17 U.S. financial experts. The 
experts arrived here late last year to assist in the govern- 
ment’s economic program. 


The latest action is believed to be connected with recent 
reports of financial impropriety and mismanagement 
uncovered by the U.S. experts. 


Radio ELWA on Measures 
AB2004222988 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] To ensure the proper execution and implementa- 
tion of the over $240 million for this fiscal year, the 
Liberian Government has issued an executive order 
which spelt out a series of economic measures. Along 
them, according to today’s edition of the DAILY 
OBSERVER, foreign travels have been limited to high 
priority only and a freeze has been placed on the pur- 
chasing of new vehicles for the government until GSA 
[General Service Agency] develops an inventory of all 
vehicles in each ministry and agency by June 10th this 
year. The paper also said there will be no new construc- 
tion or renovating contracts for government buildings 
signed this year, and no pre-financing of construction or 
renovation projects will be allowed. 


With respect to domestic arrears, government recom- 
mends payment against domestic obligations of minis- 
tries and agencies incurred between July Ist to Decem- 
ber 3ist 1987 from 1988 revenues. However, the 
executive order says the amount of 1988 funds to be used 
for this purpose should not exceed the amount budgeted 
for domestic arrears. According to the president's mes- 
sage quoted by the OBSERVER, the budget provides an 
[words indistinct] in the amount of a little over $60 
million for development outlays of which 8.7 million 
represents proceeds from PL-480 [U.S. food aid pro- 
a and government's contribution of over $7 mii- 
ions. 


NBL To Stop Interest 
AB2104222588 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The National Bank of Liberia [NBL] has been 
ordered to cease the collection of accrued interests on 
national debts. An executive order governing the imple- 
mentation of the budget for the fiscal year 1988 issued 
today said this practice is inimical to the operation of 
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government and noted that the NBL is part of govern- 
ment and should therefore not profit from debts the 
country has incurred as a result of its efforts to improve 
conditions in Liberia. 


The order, signed by President Samuel Kanyon Doe, 
disclosed that the “National Bank of Liberia recorded 
about $26 million in interest accrued on national budget 
and pointed out that the bank intends to use some of 
these funds to finance the construction of a new office 
building. The president, according to the order, has 
therefore mandated the Ministry of Finance and the 
National Bank of Liberia to work out a program for the 
treatment of any accrued interests for his approval. 
Meanwhile, President Doe has reaffirmed that the Min- 
istry of Finance is the sole agency of government autho- 
rized to collect taxes, receive revenues, as well as effect 
expenditures for the Liberian Government. 


Embassies To Cut Costs 
AB2104223688 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] President Samuel K. Doe has directed the 'inis- 
try of Foreign affairs to restructure and strvamline 
Liberia's embassies and consulates abroad with the view 
of reducing costs. He said this exercise should be com- 
pleted by June 30 this year. According to Executive 
Order No | issued today, the Liberian leader also 
directed the General Services Agency [GSA] and the 
Bureau of the Budget to conduct a survey of all govern- 
ment leased premises to ensure that they are occupied 
and used effectively. He directed that this exercise be 
completed by June Ist this year and said that there shall 
be no leasing of premises for government until the survey 
is completed. He directed that further requests for leased 
premises be approved only when the GSA certifies that 
the premises are necessary and the Buget Bureau con- 
firms that there are funds in the budget. 


Meanwhile, all requests for materials, equipment, and 
services for government will from now on be produced 
through the Centralized Purchase System [CPS], accord- 
ing to Executive Order No | issued today. The order 
signed by President Samuel K. Doe said this move is an 
effort to eliminate waste and inefficiency, and reduce 
costs in the procurement of materials, supplies, and 
equipment needed by government. According to the 
order, the Liberian leader observed that the executive 
use of the CPS will consolidate the procurement process 
by increasing government's purchasing of similar quali- 
ties of materials, supplies, and equipment. 


He said to ensure the implementation of the above 
system, all ministries and agencies are required to sub- 
mit their requests for materials, supplies, and equipment 
to the Bureau of the Budget in the General Services 
Agency. President Doe said the Bureau of the Budget 
shall be responsible for making a single allotment of 
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funds to meet the purchasing requirements of all minis- 
tries and agencies. He also said that the Finance Ministry 
will not honor any request for payment of materials, 
supplies, and equipment unless they have been pur- 
chased through the CPS. 


Mali 
Mali-Cuba Joint Commission Meets 


Dembele Receives Martinez 
AB192124 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2030 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Text] Prime Minister Professor Mamadou Dembele this 
morning received Conrado Martinez, Cuban minister of 
sports, who is currently leading the Cuban delegation to 
the meeting of the Mali-Cuba Joint Commission. The 
Cuban minister reaffirmed the willingness of his country 
to further strengthen the cooperation between our two 
countries. The prime minister stressed that this cooper- 
ation covers important areas such as sports, health, and 
education. He also (?expressed) the satisfaction of the 
people of Mali, and of their party and government, with 
the excellent relations existing between our two coun- 
tries. The discussions took place in the presence of the 
minister of foreign affairs and internationa cooperation 
and the prime minister’s permanent undersecretary. 


AB2104175388 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] The deliberations of the third session of the 
Mali-Cuba Joint Commission ended yesterday afternoon 
at the Bamako Autonomous Sinking Fund under the 
joint chairmanship of Conrado Martinez, the Cuban 
minister of sports, and Modibo Keita, our minister of 
foreign affairs and international cooperation. After 3 
days of intensive deliberations, the two heads of delega- 
tion signed the document containing the conclusions of 
the deliberations and expressed satisfaction with the 
success of the session, which took place in an atmosphere 
marked by frankness, mutual understanding, and friend- 
ship. The next session is scheduled for 1990 in Havana. 


Foreign Minister Modibo Keita hosted a din- 
SE eS ae ieee at which 
two toasts were On this occasion, Mr Modibo 
Keita recalled some tal principles of Mali's 


foreign policy, namely nonalignment and assistance to 
the national liberation movements: 


Begin recording] Our country’s international policy is 

essentially on cooperation with the countries that 
respect great human values. This policy respects inter- 
national commitments and the sovereignty and integrity 
of our respective countries. [passage omitted] In spite of 
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the great distance separating Mali from Cuba, the two 
countries share common ideals at the international level, 
namely unflinching commitment to the defense of liberty 
and peace. [end recording] 


As for the Cuban minister, he stressed the warm recep- 
tion accorded him and the determination of the 
country’s officials: 


[Begin recording in Spanish with sentence-by-sentence 
translation into French] Ladies and gentlemen, we have 
greatly appreciated our visit to Mali. Since our arrival, 
our brothers have accorded us a warm reception and we 
have received their understanding and esteem. We 
observed in them the desire to explore various avenucs 
of cooperation and to strengthen the fraternal bonds 
existing between our people and our governments. We 
were able to hold talks in a fraternal and frank atmo- 
sphere with this country’s authorities, namely the top 
officials of the party and government. We also noticed in 
them the courage and willingness to deal with the present 
difficulties confronting the country, namely poverty and 
the adverse effects of colonialism. [end recording] 


Niger 


Saibou Receives Togolese Foreign Minister 
ABZ104214088 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
and head of state, Colonel Ali Saibou, this afternoon 
received in audience Mr Yaovi Adodo, the Togolese 
foreign minister. Present at the audience was Mr Sani 
Bako, our foreign affairs and cooperation minister. Here 
is the statement made by Mr Yaovi Adodo at the end of 
the audience with Col Ali Saibou. 


[Begin recording] I was received in aucience in order io 
deliver to Col Saibou a from [words indistinct] 
his drother General Gnassi Eyadema, president of 
the Togolese Republic. After (?this interview), the head 
of state informed me of a number of issues on which we 
exchanged views. You know that the vitality of the 
relations that exist between the Togolese Republic and 
the Republic of Niger is such that we often consult with 


heads of state. [end recording] 
Nigeria 


Argentine Foreign Minister Departs 
AB192016 Lagos Domestic Service in Engl 
1800 GMT 19 Apr 88 


19 Apr 
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The delegation was seen off at Murtala Muhammad 
Airport by the director general of the Ministry of Exter- 
nal Affairs, Ms Juliet Saa, and the Argentine ambassador 
in Nigeria, Mr Federico Carlos Barttfeld. During Dr 
Caputo’s stay in the country, he held discussions with his 
Nigerian counterpart, Major General Ike Nwachukwu, 
on economic and other issues. He also paid a courtesy 
call on President Ibrahim Babangida. 


Communique Issued 
AB200910 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Nigeria is to receive an Argentine delegation by 
June this year which is to identify areas of cooperation 
between the two countries in the agricultural sector. This 
was stated in a communique issued at the end of talks 
between Nigeria's officials and an Argentine d<\egation 
led by the foreign minister, Dr Dante Caputo. The 
delegation left Lagos yesterday after a 3-day official visit 
to the country. 


In the communique, Nigeria stressed the need for assis- 
tance in livestock developrient particularly by way of 
setting up laboratories and procurement of equipment 
for the national center for ag.icultural mechanization in 
llorin, the Kwara State capital. On health, Argentina is to 
submit proposals on community and rural health pro- 
grams. The Argentine delegation proposed closer collab- 
Oration on major issues, especially those of interest to 
developing nations at major international fora. It also 
offered to cooperate with Nigeria in nuclear manpower 
training. 


AFRC Discusses Student Petroleum Price Protest 
AB201344 Paris AFP in English 1334 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] (Lagos) April 20 (AFP)—Nigeria’s Armed Forces 
Ruling Council (AFRC) were holding a special meeting 
Wednesday (20 April] to discuss student agitation which 
erupted last week following an increase in the price of 
petroleum products, reliable sources said. 


Student protests caused six deaths in [word indistinct] 
northern Nigeria, and led to the closure of about 20 
universities as well as a number of polytechnics and 
colleges of education in the country. 


The government announced Tuesday that the institu- 
tions would remain closed indefinitely and would only 
be reopened on the authority of President Ibrahim 
Babangida. 


Stands By Subsidy Withdrawal 
AB201830 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] The Federal Military Government says it has no 
plans to rescind its decision on the withdrawal of petro- 
leum subsidy. A member of the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council [AFRC], Colonel David Mark, announced this 


WEST AFRICA 


to Dodan Barracks correspondents at the end of the 
Council's meeting this evening. Reacting to student 
protests against the increase in fue! prices, Col Mark said 
while students had a right to express their views, they 
had no license to destroy public property acquired by the 
taxpayer's money. He warned that the Federal Govern- 
ment would not tolerate a situation where the country’s 
universities could be used as a breeding ground for 
(?bandits). 


Col Mark, who is also the minister of communications, 
expressed shock that students had to go on rampage 
because of an increase of only 3 kobo on the price of fuei. 
He said it was clear that there were outsiders behind the 
student protests and warned that those involved should 
be prepared to bear full responsibility for their actions. 
The minister stressed that the decision to withdraw oil 
subsidy was taken in the interest of the nation’s economy 
and the generality of Nigerians and not for the good of a 
privileged section. 


Banks Strike Over Oil Price Increases 
AB201722 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Commercial activities were today paralyzed in 
Maiduguri, the Borno state capital, following a strike 
action by banks and other financial institutions. Our 
correspondent, who went round the town, understood 
that the action was to demonstrate their dissatisfaction 
with the increase in prices of petroleum products. The 
striking banks include the state-owned [word indistinct] 
Commercial Bank, First Bank, Bank of the North, 
National Bank of Nigeria, and United Bank for Africa, 
UBA. Efforts by our correspondent to contact the state's 
chairman of Banks, Insurance, and Financial Institu- 
tions Union [words indistinct]. 


Receives Togolese Minister 
AB2004214588 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida today received a 
special message from the Togolese president, General 
Gnassingbe Eyadema. The message was delivered by the 
Togolese minister of foreign affairs and cooperation, Mr 
Yaovi Adodo. Mr Adodo said that President Eyadema 
was grateful for Nigeria's efforts to consolidate the 
cooperation between the two countries [words indis- 
tinct}. President Babangida said that Togo and Nigeria 
would continue to work together to ensure that the 
progress so far made is consolidated. 


Babangida Receives Burkina Faso's Zcngo 
AB2204070288 Paris AFP in French 1741 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


[Text] Lagos, 21 April (AFP)}—Nigerian President Ibra- 
him ngida today received a special message from 
the Burkinabe head of state, Captain Blaise Compaore, 
according to official sources in Lagos. The message 
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whose content was not disclosed, was delivered to Pres- 
ident Babangida by the Burkinabe minister of economic 
promotion, Captain Henri Zongo. It is recalled that 
President Compaore paid a 2-day official visit to Nigeria 
at the beginning of this month. 


Decree Establishing Constituent Assembly Passed 
AB2004220088 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] A decree formally establishing the Constituent 
Assembly has been promulgated. The decree states that 
the Assembly shall consist of 450 elected members. 
According to a government gazette published in Lagos 
today, the chairman of the body and his deputy would be 
appointed by the Armed Forces Ruling Council [AFRC]. 
It stresses that not more than one-fourth of the members 
would be appointed by the AFRC. Other conditions set 
down for eligibility for the Assembly is that a candidate 
must not have been banned from participating in politics 
and that he must not have less than the school certificate 
or its equivalent. The decree stipulates that meetings of 
the Constituent Assembly shall be at the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja. 


Commentary Views Visit of Ghana’s Rawlings 
AB210408 1888 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Atilade Atoyebi commentary] 


[Text] For 3 days, Ghana’s head of state, Flight Lieuten- 
ant John Jerry Rawlings, was in Nigeria as guest of 
President Ibrahim Babangida. Many Nigerians were 
caught unawares by the visit. In fact, some people 
initially felt that the visit was no more than a response by 
the Ghanaian leader to an invitation to participate in the 
ceremonies marking this year’s Air Force week. Such an 
invitation would not be out of place, more so that the 
Ghanaian leader is an Air Force officer himself. The fact 
that the visit did not start from Lagos or Abuja tended to 
lend some credence to the speculation that Flight Lt 
Jerry Rawlings was on a casual visii to Nigeria. But 
judging from what transpired during the visit, it is now 
quite clear that the visit was eventful. 


Commentators on current affairs as well as editorial 
writers continue to reflect on the visit of the Ghanaian 
head of state. From all that has been said, certain facts 
have emerged. First, the view of a cross-section of public 
Opinion is that the visit by the Ghanaian leader should 
be seen as an indication that Nigeria’s relations with 
Ghana are beginning to improve. This assumption is 
predicated on the fact that for nearly 20 years, the two 
countries had engaged in intermittent quarrels and pro- 
tracted fracas. Most political observers trace the prob- 
lems between the two countries to the manner in which 
on have handled the issue of aliens at one time or the 
otner. 
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In 1969, the civilian government of the late Dr Kofi 
Busia ordered hundreds of thousands of Nigerians out of 
Ghana as part of his economic reform policies. Twice in 
the last 8 years, Nigeria too had expelled Ghanaians 
resident in Nigeria, also for the same reason. The 
amount of sufferings involved in the expulsions had left 
a bitter taste in the mouths of the people of the two 
countries. Furthermore, there has been little meeting of 
minds between Nigeria and Ghana on the issue of 
extradition of those fleeing from justice and using each 
other’s country as sanctuary. And then lately, some 
Nigerians who had worked in Ghana had been complain- 
ing of their difficulty in getting their pensions from their 
past employers in Ghana. 


There have been some impressions in Ghana that Nige- 
ria has been too stingy with her oil. A high degree of 
concession by Nigeria would have been viewed as a good 
gesture. However, Nigeria has always felt that there is a 
limit to what she can do to help under the present 
economic situation. 


These problems have created an atmosphere of acrimony 
whenever top officials of both countries meet. Occasion- 
ally, the acrimony interferes with private relations 
among the citizens of both countries. Now, Flight Lt 
Jerry Rawlings and President Ibrahim Babangida have 
had several hours of discussions culminating in an 
agreement that Ghana and Nigeria should sink their 
differences. To do this, they agreed that the joint com- 
mission of both countries should be given a new lease 
(20n life). The meeting of the commission is to be 
convened every year at ministerial level. They have also 
agreed to resolve all outstanding consular matters affect- 
ing Ghana, Nigeria, Togo, and Benin Republic. 


In more specific terms, both leaders took advantage of 
their meeting to compare notes on their transition pro- 
grams from military to civilian rule. As a mater of fact, a 
Ghanaian delegation had visited Nigeria during the 
middle of March to study Nigeria’s conduct of local 
government elections. Also, observers attach a great deal 
of importance to the presence of Nigeria’s Oil Minister 
Rilwanu Lukman and the managing director of Nigeria’s 
national Petroleum Corporation, Mr Eric Adams, at the 
talks between the two heads of state. Although no official 
statement has been issued on this aspect of the discus- 
sions between the two leaders, there is a speculation that 
Nigeria may bend over backwards within the limits of 
what is economically reasonable. 


Taking a casual look at the trend of relations betwen 
Nigeria and Ghana, many observers have come to the 
conclusion that the two countries have too many things 
in common to sustain the wedge between them. Each of 
them went through colonial domination, faced an uphill 
task in building a politically stable country, and has 
suffered untold economic hardship. Today, Nigeria and 
Ghana are battling to service or settle foreign debts, and 
are largely involved in the restructuring of their econo- 
mies. Before leaving Nigeria after what is now being 
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regarded as a fruitful visit, Flight Lt Jerry Rawlings 
asked the Nigerian leader to pay a visit to Ghana. Many 
people believe that President Ibrahim Babangida will not 
refuse that kind of invitation, and in fact the visit, they 
say, can even be sooner than later. 


‘Industrial Crisis’ Seen as Workers Strike 
AB2104161188 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] An industrial crisis is brewing in Nigeria as labor 
leaders start calling workers out on strike to join univer- 
Sity students in protest over the petrol ‘price increases 
which came into effect on 10 April. So far the campaign 
is still confined to northern Nigeria. And as in the case of 
the students, the workers’ protest started in Jos where at 
least six people were killed last week [words indistinct]. 
From Lagos, Sola Odunfa cabled this report: 


[Begin studio arsnouncer recording] Thousands of food, 
beverage, tobacco, textile, and mine workers in the city 
began an indefinite strike on Monday [18 April]. They 
said that they were also protesting against the killings 
and alleged indiscriminate arrests during last week's 
demonstrations by university students. The strike para- 
lyzed work in many factories. The strike also spread to 
Kano, in northern Nigeria, yesterday. 


The institutions worst affected were banks, hospitals, 
insurance companies, and petrol depots. Bank workers 
were at their counters but did not attend to customers. 
Many nurses and other paramedical staff at the big Kano 
hospitals stayed away from work. The hospitals provided 
only skeleton services and turned back new patients, 
except for accidents and emergency cases. Petroleum 
tanker drivers also refused to lift oil from the depots for 
distribution to filling stations. However, their action 
may take about 3 days to be felt by motorists as the 
stations still have good stocks. 


Reports said that bank workers in Abuja, Sokoto, 
Suleija, and Minna, all in northern Nigeria, also joined 
in the strike yesterday. Union leaders in all the towns 
have not been seen in public since the strikes began on 
Monday. Their offices were locked and it is believed tha. 
they have gone underground for fear of being arrested. 
[end recording] 


Senegal 


Opposition Leader Given Prison Sentence 
AB2104092188 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Abdoulaye Bathily, secretary general of the Dem- 
ocratic League-Labor Party Movement, LD-MPT, has 
been given a suspended prison sentence of | month and 
fined 20,000 CFA francs by the Dakar regional court. El 
Hadj Amadou Sall was however freed, according to the 
SENEGALESE PRESS AGENCY. Mr Bathily and Mr 
Sall were tried for breaking the law on the state of 
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emergency following a demonstration organized in 
Dakar on 4 April by 11 opposition parties. El Hadj Salli 
was arrested in possession of a camera about 2 meters 
away from the demonstrators. As his participation in the 
demonstration could not be proved, the court, presided 
over by Judge Iba Gueye, ordered his release. 


For his part, Abdoulaye Bathily pleaded guilty to the 
accusation, but however rejected the legality of the 
(?document) which led to his arrest. This question of 
legality formed the main argument of the defense lawyers 
who felt that the prolongation of the decree establishing 
the state of emergency did not take place because the 
National Ass“mbly had not adopted a bill authorizing 
the prolongation. It was only a resolution which did not 
have the force of law. After 9 hours of proceedings the 
court rejected this plea for not being duly presented. The 
prosecution asked for | month imprisonment with no 
possibility of remission and 20,000 CFA francs fines for 
the two accused. 


Trial of Wade Opens, Adjourns Until 25 April 
AB2104150988 Dakar Domestic Service in French 


1300 GMT 21 Apr 88 


{Excerpt] The major news is undoubtedly the opening 
this morning of the trial of Mr Abdoulaye Wade and 
seven other accused persons. They are being charged 
with threatening the internal security of the state. The 
trial opened at 0930 in the packed hall of the Supreme 
Court. But after a hearing that lasted a little over | and 
1/2 hours, the case was adjourned to 25 April. Here is 
Martin Faye’s report: 


[Faye] When State Security Court Chairman Ali Sodeba 
opened the hearing, the accused persons had already 
been in the court for 5 minutes. Abdoulaye Wade was 
clad in a big blue boubou and was making a V sign. The 
other accused are: Boubacar Sall, el Hadj Ousmane 
Ngom, Abdoulaye Saye, Joseph Ndong, Babara Camara, 
Hassane Dia, and Cheikh Ly. The court first recalled that 
people appearing before it should express themselves 
with moderation and respect, and should be calm. It said 
that any sign of approval or disapproval is not allowed. 
The court president later took note of the presence of the 
accused persons and called for the witnesses, of whom 
there were nine. As for the defense, let us say that there 
are about 100 lawyers, some of whom submitted their 
names just this morning. [passage omitted] 


Youths, Police Clash 
AB2104152788 Paris AFP in French 1427 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Dakar, 2! Apr (AFP) — Young demonstrators 
clashed with security forces this morning in Dakar as the 
trial of the leading opposition figure, Counselor Abdou- 
laye Wade, and seven other leaders and members of his 
party was beginning at the Palais de Justice. The most 
violent clashes occurred early this morning around the 
Palais de Justice. which was protected by a formidable 
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police presence and by armored cars meant to keep the 
demonstrators at a distance. The clashes continued in 
the compound of Le Dantec Hospital, one of the major 
hospitals of Dakar, according to several sources. No 
information is available late this morning on possible 
casualties. 


In the principal streets of the downtown Plateau area of 
the capital, small groups of very young demonstrators 
shouting “sopi” (meaning “change” in the Wolof lan- 
guage) gathered briefly before being dispersed with tear 
gas by the security forces. Several vehicles, mostly gov- 
ernment cars, were set on fire while all merchants in the 
center of the city closed their shops. Observers note that 
this is the first time since the beginning of the distur- 
bances in february that incidents have broken out in the 
Plateau area where the Presidential Palace and the key 
ministries are located. High school and university stu- 
dents, some of whom have been on strike since the 
beginning of the year, decided today to prolong their 
strike by another 72 hours. All Senegalese high schools, 
in Dakar as well as in the interior, have been paralyzed 
for more than 2 months by the student strike, which 
Originally concerned mostly minor demands. The drop- 
ping of the minister of national education, Mr Iba Der 
Thiam, during the recent cabinet reshuffle, did not lead 
to a solution of the crisis. 


On the judicial level, the trial of Counselor Wade and 
seven other members of the opposition began this morn- 
ing at the State Security Court with a delaying measure 
by the defense, which requested that the case be 
adjourned until Monday [25 April]. The defense, com- 
prising no less than 38 foreign and Senegalese lawyers, 
argued that it had not had timely access to all the 
documents. [passage omitted] 


Sierra Leone 


Joint Holding Company Established With Libya 
AB201526 Paris AFP in English 1506 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] Freetown, April 20 (AFP)—Sierra Leone and 
Libya have agreed to set up a joint holding company that 
would invest in various sectors of the Sierra Leone 
economy including agriculture, mining, particularly 
bauxite, and fisheries. The agreement was concluded at 
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the close of a visit to Freetown last week by a high-level 
Libyan delegation led by Finance Minister Muhammad 
al-Bukhari, reliable sources said here Wednesday [20 
April]. 


Libya will provide Sierra Leone an unspecified quantity 
of petroleum products and assist in improving electricity 
supplies in the West African country. Relations between 
Sierra Leone and Libya have been cool since 1983. 
Earlier this month, an Islamic Libyan delegation visited 
Sierra Leone for religious talks with Moslem Organisa- 
tions in the country. 


Airport Authority 
AB2104091388 Paris AFP in English 0814 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


[Text] Freetown, April 21 (AFP)—The International 
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) is to help Sierra 
Leone set up an airport authority after talks here 
between ICAO officials and the Sierra Leonean author- 
ities, official sources said Wednesday. 


[Name indistinct] Assad Kotaite said that the [word 
indistinct] development programme (UNDP), which is 
coordinating the joint project with ICAO, has already 
provided assistance totalling 1.6 million dollars for a 
three-year period starting this year. 


The ICAO delegation also discussed aviation security 
with the Sierra leonean authorities. 


A recent UNDP report on the airport expressed concern 
over the airport’s ability to maintain safe and secure 
Operations Over a sustained period which it said was 
threatened by “poor management and maintenance 


3 Arrested Carrying Cannabis, Counterfeit Bills 
AB2204094288 London BBC World Service in English 
(630 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] Police in Sierra Leone say they have arrested three 
men who were carrying large quantities of cannabis and 
fake American dollar notes. The men, from Sierra Leone, 
Nigeria, and Ghana, were arrested outside Freetown on 
Wednesday [20 April]. Police said they seized 100 kg of 
cannabis and more than $6 million in fake bills. 
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